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Lives of great men all remind us 
We may make our lives sublime, 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sand of Time — 

Footprints that perhaps another, 

Sailing o'er life's solemn main, 
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 

Seeing, may take heart again. 

Longfellow. 
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PREFACE. 



No public service-book in the world is in such 
popular use and acceptance as the Book of Common- 
Prayer. Not only is it, unlike the chief formularies 
in use amongst Latin and Eastern Christians, worded 
in a living tongue, but it is the familiar companion of 
myriads of lay-folk, who have been as accustomed 
from infancy to its stately periods and musical rhythm 
as to those of the Authorized Version of the Bible 
itself. A copious literature has collected round it, 
dealing with its various aspects, and addressed to many 
classes, from erudite scholars to little children, ac- 
cording to their several needs. Hence, at any rate 
amongst the more carefully trained, there is, generally 
speaking, a fair measure of acquaintance with its con- 
tents to be found, and there are many helps to 
catechetical instruction upon the scope and meaning 
of the various services. 

But for the most part there is one marked exception 
to this degree of knowledge. Very few, even of adult 
Churehfolk, attach distinct ideas to the names re- 
corded in the Calendar, unless when they are those of 



persons commemorated in the New Testament. Of 
course there are details on the subject to be had in 
abundance by those who know where to look for them, 
for not only are sections of general works on the 
Prayer Book occupied with it, but entire volumes 
exist devoted to it singly. 

Yet none of these, even were they more widely 
known than is actually the case, is primarily intended 
for the young, or well-suited to their understanding, 
so that for them the calendar remains a virtual blank, 
save for the minority of days already referred to, 
dedicated to the memory of Saints named in the Gospels. 
It has been the aim of the writer of the present volume 
to fill this gap, and to provide young readers with an 
account of the various commemorations of the Calendar, 
couched in easy, colloquial language, and otherwise 
adapted to their capacity. Nor is information of 
the kind to be considered either too unimportant or 
too difficult for youthful minds. Children learn his- 
tory most readily from biography. They care little 
for dates and reigns, for alliances and treaties, but any 
life of a historical personage which contains picturesque 
incidents seizes their imaginations, and abides in their 
memory. Alfred and Coeur-de-Lion, Wallace and 
Bruce, the Black Prince and Henry V., these and 
similar names serve as definite stages in British his- 
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tory for them, and they learn by degrees to fill the 
intervals which lie between them, and so to gain at 
last a connected notion of the sequence of events. 
Such a branch of their education is recognized as of 
much value, in that it helps to instil and develop 
within them that spirit of patriotic pride in their 
native land which may do so much towards making 
them useful and even distinguished citizens in after 
life. But the Christian Church is a wider, more 
ancient, loftier, and altogether more august fellowship 
than that of any European nationality. And just as 
he who realises what it is to think of the whole nation 
to which he belongs, to care for its corporate interests, 
and to give his time, strength and means cheerfully for 
its service, rises in thought and act far above the level 
of those whose sympathies are bounded by and re- 
stricted to their own municipality or parish; so, too, 
such as throw themselves into the history of the 
Church Universal, and become familiar with the lives 
of its worthies in all lands and ages, are likely to be 
lifted out of the sectarian and cliquish temper, and 
to learn a broader, sounder and healthier Christianity 
than is possible for those who take a narrower view of 
religion. And as the English Calendar includes many 
names of Saints who were not directly connected with 
the history of the Church in this country, it thereby 



teaches a lesson of wider sympathy than mere 
nationalism, besides imparting two other lessons of not 
less value; that personal holiness of life is not an 
attribute confined to the Apostles and their contem- 
poraries, bat attained and attainable in every age; and 
that this holiness is not restricted to one type or ex- 
hibited by one class alone, but is manifold and diverse 
in its character and energies. So much may suffice to 
have said on the practical utility of reading healthily 
written narratives of eminent Christians of bygone 
times, and a few words may now be added to repel the 
charge of over-difficulty. That will not be found to 
present itself unless when the narrator departs from 
simple recital of events, whether historical or legendary 
(and legend can often convey wholesome lessons, as in 
the beautiful story of Si Christopher, a gem among 
parables), and crowds the pages with ideas foreign to 
young minds, and, for the most part, unhealthy for 
elder ones. The very homeliness of style which the 
author of this volume has chosen to adopt is itself a 
warrant that no introspective morbidity will be found 
in its pages, and so that neither moral nor intellectual 
obstacles will lie in the path of the young readers for 
whom it is designed. 

R.F. L. 
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the holy men and women who in the early ages of 
the Church glorified God by their lives, and many of 
whom won the glorious crown of martyrdom. 

S. Andrew's Day is the first Saint's Day in the 
Church's year. The reason it is placed first in the 
calendar is that S. Andrew was the first-called disciple 
of our blessed Lord. He was the son of Jonas, a 
fisherman, and the brother of S. Peter. He was a 
disciple of John the Baptist. One day, more than 
eighteen hundred years ago, 8. Andrew heard John 
call the Saviour "the Lamb of God/' and he and 
another disciple followed Him, and asked Him where 
he lived, and Jesus bade them " come and see." 

S. Andrew first went and fetched his brother Peter, 
and brought him to the Lord. He knew that Jesus was 
the promised Saviour of the world, and in his great 
joy at finding him, he did not forget the brother he 
so dearly loved, he did what we ought all to do, when 
we come across those who have not yet found the 
Lord — he brought him to Jesus. 

Holy Scripture tells us very little more about S. 
Andrew, or, in fact, about any of the Apostles, except 
SS. Peter and Paul. The reason of this is that in the 
Gospels Jesus is the central Figure ; it is upon Him, 
the Incarnate God, that our eyes and our thoughts 
are to be fixed, and only very little mention is made 
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of those who surround Him. In the Acts of the 
Holy Apostles it is the history and the growth of the 
early Church that is told us, and not the story of the 
lives of those who were the first Bishops of that 
Church. 

We hear of S. Andrew and S. Philip bringing some 
Greeks to Jesus ; and S. Andrew, too, it was who, at 
the miraculous feeding of the five thousand, brought 
the little lad who had the loaves and fishes to his 
Master. It seems from these little incidents in the 
life of S. Andrew as though he must have been one 
of those loving unselfish natures who kept in the back- 
ground himself, and brought others into notice. The 
historians of the early Church tell us that S. Andrew 
went and preached the Gospel in Cappadocia, and 
Galatia, and Bithynia, and that he founded the Church 
at Constantinople, which in those days was called 
Byzantium. He also went into Scythia. 

When he was a very old man he was at Patras, in 
Achaia, telling the heathen people all about the love 
and the mercy of Jesus, and the Roman proconsul, 
whose name was ^Egeas, came to the city and tried 
by threats and persuasions to make the newly-made 
Christians return to the worship of their false gods ; 
he desired S. Andrew to be brought before him, and 
told him that unless he would burn incense to the 

B 2 
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Eoman deities, he should be nailed upon a cross like 
the one of which he was always preaching. The aged 
Apostle refused to obey the tyrant's command, and he 
was sent back to prison, and when the people, who 
loved him very dearly, tried to release him by force, he 
bade them follow the example of their meek and gentle 
Saviour, and not try to prevent him from gaining the 
crown of martyrdom, for which he so longed. 

The next day he was again brought before the pro- 
consul, who ordered him to be mocked and scourged, 
and at last when he saw that nothing could shake his 
faith and constancy he commanded him to be crucified, 
not to be nailed to the cross, as was the usual custom, 
but bound with cords, so that his death might be more 
painful and lingering. 

When he came in sight of the cross upon which he 
was to suffer, a glad smile was upon his aged face, and 
he exclaimed in joyful tones : "Hail, precious cross, that 
hast been consecrated by the body of my Lord, and 
adorned with His limbs, as with rich jewels. I come 
to thee exulting and glad ; receive me with joy into thy 
arms. good cross, long have I desired and sought thee ; 
now thou art found by me and art made ready for my 
longing soul ; receive me into thine arms, take me from 
among men, and present me to my Master ; that He 
who redeemed me on thee, may receive me by thee." 
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For two whole days S. Andrew hung upon that cruel 
cross, his aged limbs racked with agony, and all the 
time he was praying, and preaching to the people, who 
in vain tried to persuade the proeonsul to spare his life. 

But S. Andrew asked that he might be thought 
worthy to die for the Master he had served so faithfully 
for so many years, and his prayer was granted. On the 
30th of November he won the glorious crown which 
the Lord has promised to those who are " faithful unto 
death." 

The cross upon which S. Andrew suffered martyrdom 
is called a cross decussate, it was formed of two pieces 
of wood crossing each other in the form of the letter X- 
This shaped cross is always called 3. Andrew's cross. 

S. Andrew is the patron Saint of Scotland. His 
cross appears on the jewel of the Scottish Order of the 
Thistle, and is one of the three crosses on the Union 
Jack-— our national flag. 



December 6. 

S. XICOLAS, BISHOP OF MYRA. (FOURTH CENTURY.) 

No torturer to slay stood by, 

No bonds were bis, no stripes, no racks, 

But one prepared for Christ to die, 
Fills up the measure where it lacks. 

There is no doubt that S. Nicolas was a great Saint 
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of the Eastern Church, for from very early ages we 
find him held in great honour and reverence in all 
Christian countries, especially in Russia, Greece, and 
Germany. Very little is known about him, however, 
except that he was born at Patara in Asia Minor, and 
that he was Bishop of Myra in the fourth century. 

He seems to have spent his life in doing good and 
showing kindness to all who came in his way. His 
parents died when he was very young, and left him a 
great deal of money. One day he heard that, a man 
who had no money to give to his three daughters when 
they married, was going to compel them to do a very 
wicked thing, so that they might earn some. When 
evening came S. Nicolas crept past the house, and in 
the darkness threw a bag of gold into the window. 
The eldest daughter was married at once. A short 
time elapsed, and on another dark night another 
bag of gold found its way through the window. 
Then the second daughter was married. Soon after- 
wards a third bag of gold seemed to fall from the stars at 
the third daughter's feet, and she too was married, and 
thus S. Nicolas in his great charity saved three people 
from committing a great sin. 

After a time Nicolas was ordained priest, and went 
on a voyage to the Holy Land. The ship in which he 
sailed was nearly wrecked, and only the prayers of the 
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good man saved the captain and crew from death. S. 
Nicolas is for this reason the patron Saint of sailors, 
and almost all sailors and fishermen's chapels are dedi- 
cated to him. He is said to have been present at the 
great Council of Nicaea, where the Nicene creed was 
drawn up, and to have been so angry with the heretic 
Arius, that he gave him a heavy blow on the jaw, for 
which loss of temper he was imprisoned for a time. 

There are two more stories told of him which are 
purely legendary — which means doubtful — one is that 
he obtained pardon from the Governor of Myra for 
three men who were condemned to death, and some 
quaint old pictures of him still exist, in which he is 
represented standing by the side of a tower, out of 
which three little men are rising. 

There is another picture which represents him stoop- 
ing over some little children standing up in a tub. It 
is said that he one day went to an inn and the landlord 
served him with a dish which was supposed to be 
bacon, but which really consisted of the limbs of little 
children whom the cruel man had stolen and murdered. 
S. Nicolas instantly went to the pickle tub and made 
the sign of the cross over it, and the poor little murdered 
children rose up whole and well. It is on account of 
this wonderful story that S. Nicolas is always con- 
sidered the patron Saint of children. Although all 
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these stories are of course very doubtful, they all 
point to S. Nicolas' goodness and kindness, and show 
his trust in God, and his faith in the power of the 
cross. 



December 8. 

CONCEPTION OP THE BLESSED VIRGIN. 

Ave Maria t Thou whose name 
All but adoring love may claim, 

Yet may we reach thy shrine ; 
For He thy Son and Saviour vows- 
To crown all lowly lofty brows 

With love and joy like thine. 

This Festival of the Blessed Virgin has been com- 
memorated from the eighth century in the East, but in 
the Western Church it was not observed until the 
eleventh or twelfth century. In observing it, we 
think of the holiness and purity of the lowly maiden 
who was thought worthy to be the mother of the 
Incarnate God, and pray that we may follow the 
blessed example of meekness and innocence which she 
has left us. 

A holy Bishop of old has said : " How worthily is 
she honoured of men whom the angel proclaimed 
beloved of God. That which the angel said of thee, 
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thou hist prophesied of thyself ; we believe the angel 
and thee. All generations shall call thee blessed, by 
the fruit of whom all generations are blessed," 



December 13. 

S. LUCY, VIRGIN AND MARTYR. (a.D. 303.) 

Fear no more for the torturer's hand, 

Nor the dungeon dark that bound thee, 
The choirs of heaven about thee stand, 

Bright shining homes surround thee. 
Fear no more for the clanking chain, 

Thou art free as light of heaven, 
The stripes that marked thy frame with pain 

For rays of thy crown are given. 

S. Lucy was the daughter of a noble and rich family 
of Syracuse, in the Island of Sicily. Her father died 
when she was a very little girl, and her mother, who 
was a very good woman, brought her up as a little 
Christian child should be brought up. 

Little Lucy loved God before all else, and she took 
a vow that she would give up her whole life to Him, 
that she would never marry, but devote all her time to 
visiting the sick and the poor, and comforting the 
sorrowing. 
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A very rich and noble heathen youth asked her in 
marriage, and although her mother was a good woman, 
and a Christian, she was very anxious that Lucy 
should accept his offer. Perhaps she thought that her 
gentle girl might convert the young man to the faith 
of Christ. Soon after this Eutychia, (that was the 
mother's name) was attacked by a dangerous illness, 
and her daughter persuaded her to go to the tomb of 
S. Agatha at Catania, and there she was cured of her 
terrible illness. 

After that Eutychia no longer wished her daughter 
to marry the heathen noble, and she gave her the 
money that belonged to her; whereupon the girl sold all 
her jewels, and divided her riches amongst the poor. 
Then the love of the young nobleman who had wanted 
to marry her turned into deadly hatred, so that he 
told the governor that the girl was a Christian, and 
she was summoned to the judgment Hall. There, 
standing before her judges, the gentle maiden refused 
to deny Christ, or to offer incense to the gods of the 
heathen. 

She was tortured in the most horrible way, but 
her courage never failed; her body was torn with 
red-hot pincers, but her soul remained firm; she was 
burnt with pitch and tar, but even then she did not 
flinch; at last her throat was cut; the blood of the 
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girl Martyr was gladly shed for the Lord she loved so 
well. 

It was during the terrible persecution under Dio- 
cletian that S. Lucy won the martyr's crown. 



December 16. 

o SAPIBNTIA. 

For the work of our salvation 

Needs would have his order so ; 
And the manifold deceiver's 

Art by art would overthrow ; 
And from thence would bring the medicine 

Whence the poison of the foe. 

The nine days before Christmas have always been 
kept especially holy by the Church, because we are 
drawing so very near to the coming of our Lord. The 
words Sapientia, or " O Wisdom," were the first words 
of the Greater " Antiphon ! " as it is called, which were 
sung before the Magnificat at Vespers on the 16th of 
December. It is our Lord himself who is here called 
Wisdom; and so, in preparation for the Christmas joy, 
we are called upon to remember the Wisdom which 
brought us our salvation. There is a Greater Antiphon 
for each day thenceforward until Christmas Eve, S. 
Thomas's Day having its own proper Antiphon besides. 
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December 21. 

S. THOMAS, APOSTLB AND MARTYR. (FIRST CENTURY.) 

We walk by faith, and not by sight ; 

And, blessed Saint, like thee, 
We sometimes doubt if faith tells right, 

Because we cannot see. 
Upon the promise we would lean 

Thy doubting heart received : — 
" Blessed are they that have not seen, 

And that have yet believed." 

S. Thomas was also called Didymus, which is a 
Greek translation of his name, which means "a twin." 
We only have four sayings of S. Thomas recorded in 
the Gospels, but these four short sentences seem to 
give us an insight into his character, and show us his 
occasional want of faith, and his warm zealous love. 

" Lord, we know not whither Thou goest and how 
can we know the way ? " he says to Jesus, when the 
Master is comforting His Apostles with the hope of 
those blessed mansions above, which He is going to 
prepare for them ; and to him and to the whole Church 
the answer is given, which has taught all Christians 
the way for evermore : 

" I am the way, the truth, and the life." 

Then, when Jesus was going to the grave of Lazarus, 
and the other disciples sought to keep Him back, 



Dec. 21,] g>. JEfjOttta*. 13 

S. Thomas in his love and zeal exclaims, "Let us also 
go, that we may die with Him." 

On the evening of the first Easter Day, we know 
how S. Thomas, who was absent from the other 
Apostles, refused to believe them, when they told him 
that they had seen the Lord. " Except I shall see in 
His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger 
into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into 
His side, I will not believe." 

These are the words of the doubting Apostle, and 
one short week afterwards, on the evening of the first 
Low Sunday, Jesus once more appeared to His 
Disciples, and in His mercy allowed the unbelieving 
Thomas to be convinced of His resurrection. He bade 
him touch His sacred wounds, and at the touch of 
Christ's wounds S. Thomas' doubt was healed, and, in 
faith too deep for many words, he exclaimed in tones 
of deepest love and reverence: "My Lord and my 
God." A great Saint of old has said : " By this doubt- 
ing of S. Thomas, we are more confirmed in our belief, 
than by the faith of the other Apostles." 

S. Thomas' wish of dying with his Lord was not 
fulfilled, but the faithful servant followed his Master 
through the way of suffering to eternal life. The 
Apostles, after our Lord's Ascension, went and preached 
the Gospel to the Parthians, and Medes, and Mesopo- 
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tamians, and Persians, and Chaldeans, and founded the 
Church of Christ in India, where he was martyred by 
the Brahmins at Calamina, now called Meliapur. He 
was pelted with stones, and at last killed by the thrust 
of a spear. 

Doubtless in his sufferings he thought of that wound 
in the riven side of his Master, into which, in his un- 
belief and doubt, he had once thrust his hand, and on 
the 21st of December S. Thomas went into the presence 
of "his Lord and his God." 



December 26. 

S. STEPHEN, DEACON AND MARTYR. (A.D. 33.) 

Prince of Martyrs ! thou whose name 
Doth thy saintly crown proclaim ; 
Deathless are the flowers divine 
Which thy sacred brow entwine. 

There are three Saints' days following immediately 
upon Christmas Day, which are placed there probably, 
in the first place, to show the union that exists between 
Christ and His people, especially His martyrs, through 
the mystery of the Incarnation. 

In the second place, the Church has always recognized 
three kinds of martyrdom, — martyrdom in will and in 
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deed ; martyrdom in will but not in deed ; martyrdom 
in deed but not in will; and an example of each of these 
different kinds of suffering for Jesus 7 sake is placed by 
the Church on the three days which follow the birthday 
of the King of Martyrs. 

Nothing is known of S. Stephen before his martyrdom, 
beyond the fact that he was one of the seven deacons 
appointed by the Apostles to help them in their daily 
work of relieving the poor. 

He was, we are told in the Acts of the Holy 
Apostles, a man full of faith and of good report, and 
he did great wonders and miracles among the people. 
He was arrested by the Greek Jews, and brought before 
the Sanhedrim or Jewish Council. 

As he stood there before his judges, and told of all 
the love and mercy of God in his dealings with the 
Israelites, and of their rejection of that love and 
mercy, " all those who looked on him, saw his face, as 
if it had been the face of an angel." 

His eloquent speech cut his hearers to the heart, but 
they would not hearken to his inspired words, and he 
was cast out of the Council chamber and stoned to 
death. 

But he had seen a glorious vision, which sus- 
tained him through his sufferings; as his enemies 
gnashed upon him with their teeth, he looked up 
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steadfastly into heaven, and saw the Son of Man 
standing on the right hand of God. 

The sharp stones fell thick and fast around him, 
but he heeded them not. What cared he for the 
suffering that led him to his Lord and Master) 
"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit," he cried, as he 
knelt amidst his murderers, and his last prayer was 
a prayer for them : " Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge," he prayed; "and when he had said this he fell 
asleep." The name of Stephen means in the Greek 
" a crown " or " wreath," and surely S. Stephen won a 
glorious crown that day, when in will and in deed 
he gave up his life for the truth. 

He was the first to die for confessing Jesus, and so 
he is always called the Proto-Martyr, or first martyr. 

The person who took the principal part in the death 
of S. Stephen was a "young man whose name was 
Saul," and the answer to the martyr's prayer for his 
murderers came in the wonderful conversion of Saul, 
the persecutor, into S. Paul, the great Apostle of the 
Gentiles. 




" Lord, lay not this sin to tfaeir charge " 
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December 27. 

S. JOHN THE DIVINE, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST. 

(A.D. 99.) 

When the shore is won at last, 
Who will count the billows past ? 

S. John is always called the Apostle of Love, 
because of those epistles which he wrote, and in which 
he says so much of the great doctrine of love. He 
was the son of Zebedee and Salome, and a brother of 
S. James. He was a fisherman, like his father, and 
was early called by Jesus to be a "fisher of men." It 
is believed that he was that disciple of S. John the 
Baptist, who was walking with S. Andrew when the 
former exclaimed, "Behold the Lamb of God!" and 
from that day S. John gave his whole loving heart to 
his Master. S. Peter, S. James and S. John were the 
three apostles who were always nearest to their Lord, 
with Him on the Mount of Transfiguration, nearest 
Him (although they all, even the loving John, forsook 
Him and fled) in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

At the Last Supper it was S. John who leaned on 
Jesus' breast, it was to him that the dying Lord upon 
the cross, committed the charge of His greatest earthly 
treasure, His blessed Virgin Mother. 

c2 
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It was S. John, too, who, when S. Peter was re- 
strained by fear, through the sad memory of that three- 
fold denial, — came first to the sepulchre, and when on 
one of those forty days between the Eesurrection and 
the Ascension, Jesus, in the dawn of the early morning, 
stood on the shores of the Lake of Galilee, it was the 
beloved disciple who first recognized his Lord. 

In the Acts of the Holy Apostles we read of 
SS. Peter and John going up to the Temple together 
at the hour of prayer, and it is probable that S. John 
remained in Jerusalem until after the death of the 
blessed Virgin, when he went to Ephesus, and became 
Bishop of the Church in Asia. In the persecution of 
Domitian he was taken to Home, and was placed in a 
cauldron of boiling oil at the Latin Gate of the City, 
but he came out of it unhurt; and when on one 
occasion a cup of poison was given him, he made the 
sign of the cross over it, and drank it without it 
harming him, so fulfilling the Lord's promise to the 
Apostles, that, if " they drank of any deadly thing, it 
should not hurt them." 

He was banished from Eome to the Isle of Patmos, 
where he wrote that beautiful book which is called the 
Revelation of S. John the Divine, which tells of all the 
beauty and the glory of Heaven. 

After two years the Emperor Domitian died and his 
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successor, Nerva, recalled S. John to Ephesus, where 
he lived until he was a very old man, so olcj. that he 
could neither preach nor do any work, but had 
to be carried about amongst his people, and the 
only words of teaching he said were, " Little children, 
love one another." 

It is told of him that hearing that a young man in 
whom he had taken an interest had been guilty of 
robbery, he determined, old and infirm though he was, 
to go and seek him out, so he took a long journey into 
the mountains, and found the culprit, and by his loving 
gentle words won him back to the paths from which 
he had strayed. S. John died peaceably at Ephesus; 
he who had so longed to be with his Master, who 
would so willingly have shown his great love by laying 
down his life for Jesus' sake, was not allowed to be a 
martyr in anything but will. 

It was probably prophesying that quiet, peaceful 
death, that when S. Peter, referring to S. John, said to 
the Saviour, "Lord, what shall this man do?" Jesus 
answered : "If I will that he tarry till I come, what is 
that to thee?" Which means that he waited until 
Jesus came to him to take him to Himself in death, 
instead of his being laid violent hands upon as the 
other Apostles were. 
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December 28. 

THE HOLT INNOCENTS. MARTYRS. 

All hail ! ye infant martyr flowers, 
Cut off in life's first dawning hours : 
As rosebuds, snapt in tempest strife, 
When Herod sought your Saviour's life. 

The story of Holy Innocents 7 Day is told in a very 
few words in the second chapter of S. Matthew's Gospel. 

King Herod heard that Jesus, the long expected 
King of the Jews, was born in Bethlehem, and, in his 
fear of a probable rival, he sent forth an order that 
all the little boy-children in Bethlehem, "from two 
years old and under," shoidd be slain. He thought 
by doing this that Jesus could not escape ; but God 
warned S. Joseph in a dream of the danger that 
threatened the Holy Child, and bade him take Him 
and His Mother by night into the land of Egypt, 
and stay there until the death of Herod. There was 
mourning in every house in Bethlehem, and in all its 
borders, for mothers were weeping for their little inno- 
cent babes, lying dead in their homes by the cruel order 
of the King. And because these little ones died for 
Jesus' sake, because they laid down their innocent lives 
without a struggle, they were deemed worthy to receive 
a glorious crown, and the Church places them in the 
third order of Martyrdom —that in deed, but not in will. 
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December 31. 

S. SYLVESTER, BISHOP. (a.D. 335.) 

The world's delusive joys he spurned, 
From all its false allurements turned ; 
And now with angel hosts above 
Ed joys rewards of peace and love. 

Very little is known of the early history of S. 
Sylvester, except that his father's name was Rufinus, 
and that his mother, Justina, was a good Christian 
woman. During the reign of Constantine he was con- 
secrated Bishop of Eome, and he gave a great many 
directions about the ritual to be used in the services of 
the Church, and at his desire the Emperor built and 
enriched a great many beautiful churches. At the 
time of the Council of Nicaea, Sylvester was too old to 
take so long a journey, but he sent two priests as his 
representatives, to protest against the errors of Arius. 



January 2. 

S. LUCIAN, PRIEST AND MARTYR. (a.D. 290.) 

Quail not and quake not, thou warder bold, 

Be there no friend in sight ; 
Turn thee to question the days of old 

When weakness was aye heaven's might. 

S. Lucian was a Roman Priest, who accompanied 
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S. Denys and S. Quentin on their mission to Gaul, in 
the year 245. S. Denys afterwards became Bishop of 
Paris, and S. Lucian went to Beauvais, where with his 
two friends, Maximia and Julian, he preached and 
laboured unceasingly, converting large numbers to the 
faith of Christ. The friends suffered martyrdom in 
different places; S. Lucian was the last to die, and it 
was at Beauvais that he finished his labours, and he is 
generally called "the Apostle of Beauvais." The 
details of his martyrdom are unknown, but when 
questioned on the subject of his faith, the only answer 
he ever made was, "I am a Christian. " These few 
simple words he considered a sufficient answer for his 
persecutors. 



January 13. 

8. HILARY, BISHOP AND CONFESSOR. (a.D. 368.) 

Star of the West, when all the skies grew dark, 
And Arian clouds concealed heaven's genial eye, 

Christ sent thee forth to guide his labouring ark, 
From his own peaceful palace ever nigh. 

Still where Thy Church her annual pathway steers, 
High in the heavens thy radiant sign appears. 

S. Hilary was the son of rich and noble heathen 
parents, and was born at Poictiers in Gaul. He was 
very early converted to Christianity, and beyond the 
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fact that his life was a very pure and blameless one, we 
hear nothing of him until the year 350, when he was 
consecrated Bishop of Poictiers, in Gaul. 

The great S. Martin of Tours, was his friend and 
pupil. S. Hilary spent most of his life in refuting the 
dangerous doctrines of the Arians, who denied the 
divinity of our Blessed Lord. 

At a Council held at Beziers, in Languedoc, he made 
such a noble and brave confession of his faith, that 
the Emperor Constantius, who was himself an Arian, 
sent him into banishment. 

He remained there four years, writing a great many 
valuable books and converting a large number of the 
Arians in the East to the true faith. At last he was 
allowed to return to Poictiers, to the great joy of the 
whole Gallican Church, and died there in peace, in the 
year 368. 



January 18. 

S. PRISCA, VIRGIN AND MARTYR. (a.D. 270.) 

Golden the crowns about their brows, 
For they the Master's cross have borne. 

S. Prisca was a little Eoman maiden, only thirteen 
years old, who, rather than deny her Lord, suffered a 
most cruel death. 
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It is said that when she arrived at the place of 
martyrdom a fierce lion was let loose upon her : but 
the savage beast only cowered at the child's feet, and 
licked them. She was then taken back to prison and 
beheaded, and the legend says that after her death an 
eagle watched over her body, until its burial. 



Jamtary 20. 

S. FABIAN, BISHOP AND MARTYR. (A.D. 250.) 

Mighty deeds they wrought and wonders, 

While a frame of flesh they bore ; 
We with meetest praise and sweetest 

Honour them for evermore. 

S. Fabian was consecrated Bishop of Rome in the 
year 236. Eusebius, the Church historian, says that 
when the brethren were assembled in the church to 
elect a new bishop, a dove flew over S. Fabian's head, 
and he was unanimously chosen to fill the vacant see. 
This incident of the dove is told of S. Gregory, and of 
some other saints, and is probably a symbolical expres- 
sion of belief in the presence and inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost 

In the fierce persecution under Decius, S. Fabian was 
amongst the number of those who gained the crown of 
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martyrdom. S. Cyprian says of him, that the glory 
of his death answered to the purity and holiness of his 
life. 



January 21. 

S. AGNES, VIRGIN AND MARTYR. (a.D. 304.) 

Near her e'en in death 

Christ her heart stilleth ; 
While through her calm faith 

Victory thrilleth. 

S. Agnes was born of Christian parents in the city of 
Rome. She was only thirteen years old when a rich 
pagan youth named Symphronius wanted to marry her, 
but the child had long before made up her mind to 
give her whole heart to God, and never to let any 
earthly love come between her and her Lord. Sym- 
phronius was very angry at her refusing his offer, his 
father was at that time Prefect of Home, and S. Agnes 
was brought before the judge, and ordered to burn 
incense to the heathen gods. 

She was threatened with death if she refused to do 
this. The people who stood by, looking upon that 
smoking altar, thought that her faith wavered, for she 
stretched her little hand over the fire. 

But they mistook; she did stretch out her hand 
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— but it was not to throw incense there, it was to 
make the sign of the cross, to ask Jesus, because of 
all He had suffered on that cross for her, to help her 
now. He answered her prayer, she bore all the taunts 
of her enemies patiently, and at last she was condemned 
to die. Her head was cut off, and she went to live 
for ever with Him, for Whose sake she had given up 
wealth, and honour, and earthly love. 

The name of Agnes means in Latin "a lamb." One 
night after the young girl's martyrdom, her parents 
had a beautiful dream, in which they saw their child 
coming to them, and by her side was a white lamb, 
and she comforted them for her loss, and told them of 
all the joys and the glories of that bright paradise 
where she was waiting for them. S. Ambrose speak- 
ing of her martyrdom says, " She in whose tiny body 
there was hardly a place to receive a sword, had that 
in her which triumphed over it. At her age children 
cannot bear the angry countenance of their parents, 
and are wont to cry at the prick of a needle. But in the 
bloody hands of the executioners she was undaunted, 
and fearless amidst the rattling of chains. 

"All wept, she alone shed no tear. Marvellous it 
was to see her so prodigal of life, when she had 
scarcely tasted it, and yet she gave it up, as if she had 
done with it." 
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January 22. 

8. VINCENT, DEACON AND MARTYR (A.D. 304.) 

O painful lesson written in Thy blood, 
To follow Thee, O lesson full of pain ! 

And yet not painful if it is most good, 

The pain shall pass away, the good remain. 

S. Vincent was born in Aragon, in Spain, he was 
trained in the Christian faith by Valerius, Bishop of 
Saragossa, and was ordained deacon by him. 

A fierce persecution was then raging, under the 
Emperors Diocletian and Maximian, and an edict was 
issued for the seizure of the clergy. Dacian, who was 
then Governor of Spain, was only too glad to carry out 
the Imperial decree, and Valerius and his deacon 
Vincent were loaded with chains, and taken into his 
presence. 

They were asked the usual question, whether they 
would sacrifice to the gods 1 Valerius had an impedi- 
ment in his speech, so Vincent had to answer for his 
master, and for himself. He did so in a speech so 
eloquent, that many of those who listened to him were 
converted to the faith of Christ. 

The bishop was sent into exile, and after a long time 
he suffered martyrdom; S. Vincent was condemned to 
the rack, and there he suffered the most fearful tor- 
tures, he bore all the suffering calmly, even smiling 
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upon those who were inflicting it upon him, and 
telling them not to be fainthearted. At last even 
Dacian's hard heart was touched, and he told S. Vin- 
cent that if he would only give up his Christian books, 
his life should be spared. 

The young deacon of course would not listen to the 
tempter's voice; so he was put to yet more cruel torture. 
He was laid upon an iron frame with bars running 
across it, and a fire underneath it, which made the 
frame red hot. Even then he was quite calm, smiling 
still, and praying for his persecutors. 

He lived through it all, and at last Dacian ordered 
that he should be taken back to prison, and kept in a 
dark dungeon which was strewn with potsherds which 
ran into his wounds, and increased his agony. But it 
is said that his cell was lit up with a strange bright 
light, and angels appeared to comfort him, and to tell 
him of the glory which awaited him. The governor 
sent word at last that his victim was to be placed in a 
soft bed, his commands were obeyed, and as soon as 
the martyr was laid on that downy couch, he died, 
with the sweet smile still upon his face, and words of 
prayer on his lips. 

His body was thrown into the sea and afterwards 
washed ashore, and buried by some Christians, in a 
little chapel near Valencia, and when the days of per- 
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secution were over, it was translated to a tomb under 
the altar of the principal church of that city. 



• January 25. 

CONVERSION OF S. PAUL, APOSTLE AND MARTYR (a.D. 65.) 

Illustrious teacher, Paul, O let thy lesson teach 
Our earth-bound souls to strive with thee the skies to reach ; 
Till that which perfect is shall shine with fuller glow, 
And that be done away which here in part we know. 

The Church to-day celebrates neither the birthday, 
nor the death-day of S. Paul She commemorates, and 
gives thanks for his most wonderful conversion. The 
story of his life is sketched in the Acts of the Holy 
Apostles, and other works tell of all his journeys by 
land and sea, and of his zeal and his sufferings. 

We can only in this little book say a very few 
words about the great Apostle of the Gentiles. 

He was born and brought up at Tarsus, a city of 
Cilicia, and instructed in the Jewish law by Gamaliel, 
a learned doctor of that law. He was a tent-maker by 
trade, for all the wealthy Jews taught their sons some 
useful occupation, for they said, " He who teacheth not 
his son a trade, teacheth him to be a thief." 

We read how Saul was the chief actor at the 
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martyrdom of S. Stephen. S. Augustine says: "If 
Stephen had not prayed, the Church would never have 
had S. Paul." 

We all know the story of his conversion, how when 
the bright light shone around him as he was journeying 
to the city of Damascus, to persecute the Christians, 
and the loving reproachful voice said to him. " Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest thou Me 1 " he answered in 
eager tones, *' Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ? " 
By ready obedience to the Saviour, he had at last 
found he wanted to show his penitence for the past. 

From that time his life was a life of work for his 
Master. "No journeys were too long for him, no suffer- 
ings too great, if only he might preach Christ crucified, 
to the nations upon whom the light of the Gospel had 
not yet shone. 

He was the first of the Apostles who brought the 
glad tidings of great joy to Europe. He was at Troas, 
in Asia Minor, and a man of Macedonia appeared to 
him in a vision, and said, " Come over to Macedonia 
and help us." So we hear of him at Philippi, and 
Thessalonica, and at Corinth, and Athens, and Ephesus ; 
and he wrote his beautiful epistles or letters to the 
Churches which he established in those places. 

He had been imprisoned in Home, and more than 
once brought before the magistrates and then released, 
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he was getting an old man now, and the longing " to 
be with Christ " was in his heart, but he waited God's 
own time patiently, ready to suffer still, if the Lord so 
willed it. It was during the reign of the cruel 
Emperor Nero, that SS. Peter and Paul were cast into 
prison for the last time 

On the 29th of June in the year 60, when the 
summer sun was shining in its glory over the hills of 
the proud city of Borne, S. Paul was led out to die. . 

Afi a Roman citizen, he was killed by the sword. 
Tradition says that S. Peter, as a Galilean, had been 
crucified just one year previously. 

To both the holy Apostles surely to "live" had 
been "Christ," and so " to die was indeed gain." 



February 2.. 

THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE, COMMONLY 
CALLED THE PURIFICATION OF S. MARY THE VIRGIN. 

Too poor the costly lamb to bring, 

She yet brings Thee, 
The spotless Lamb of God — the Heir 

Of immortality. 

The purification is a double feast, partly in memory 
of the blessed Virgin's Purification, partly in memory 
of our dear Lord's Piesentation in the Temple. 

D 
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The Blessed Virgin had no need of purification, the 
Holy Child need not have been presented in the 
Temple, for it was already His, the place where His 
honour dwelt, but both mother and son were anxious 
in all things to obey the Jewish law, and so on that 
cold winters day, Mary carried her babe through the 
streets of Jerusalem into His Father's House. 

None heeded them : no one turned to look upon 
them as they went, it was a day just like any other 
day, with nothing special to mark it, to the outer 
world, nothing to make it different from other days to 
the aged Simeon, and the holy Anna, as they prayed 
and waited, — as they had prayed and waited for so 
long, — for the Salvation of Israel. But as the lowly 
mother offered the offering of the poor Jewish women, 
Simeon recognized, in the infant she held in. her arms, 
the Saviour of the world, and broke forth into that glad 
psalm of thanksgiving, " Lord, now lettest Thou Thy 
servant depart in peace," which has from that time 
been the Church's compline hymn. Truly Simeon, on 
that February day, was ready to depart in peace. 

This day is called Candlemas in the Western Church, 
from the custom of lighting up churches with tapers 
and lamps, in remembrance of Him, whom S. Simeon 
had declared to be " a light to lighten the Gentiles." 



February 3. 

8. BLASIUS, BISHOP AND MARTYR. (a.D. 316.) 

Hail, the love and power amazing 

Of the incarnate living Word ! 
Tear by year the song upraising, 

Join we all with one accord ; 
Holy Saints and Martyrs praising, 

Who have died for Christ their Lord. 

S. Blasius or Blaise was the Bishop of Sebaste, a 
city in lower Asia. He spent a great deal of his time 
in retirement. Every day after he had fulfilled the 
sacred duties of his office, he used to walk to a hill 
outside the city, and pray very earnestly for the flock 
which God had given him to watch over. 

When the persecution under the Emperor Diocletian 
was raging, S. Blasius used to take refuge in this re- 
treat, but he was at last seized by the fierce soldiers, 
and, after making a noble confession of his faith, he 
was cast into prison and made to undergo the most 
fearful tortures. He remained firm and brave through 
all, and at last he won the martyr's crown. The 
principal instruments of his torture seem to have been 
iron combs, and for this reason he is regarded as the 
patron saint of wool-combers, and his festival was till 
within the last few years, — and probably is still, kept at 
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Norwich. It used to be the custom both in England and 
Germany, to light bonfires on the hills on S. Blaise's 
day, which, in some places was called " Little Candle- 
mas Day." 



February 5. 

8. AGATHA, VIRGIN AND MARTYR. (A.D. 251.) 

Virgin lips the song shall sing 
At the bridal of the King, 
How the seed we sow in strife 
Blossoms on the tree of life. 

S. Agatha is supposed to have been born at Catania 
in Sicily. She was the daughter of a Sicilian noble, 
and was remarkable for her great beauty and gentle- 
ness. When she was very young she gave her fresh 
young heart to God, and determined upon living only 
for Him. Quintanius, the Governor of Sicily, wanted 
to marry her, and to get away from his persuasions she 
went to Palermo. 

Quintanius discovered that she was a Christian, and 
all his love for her was turned into the most bitter* 
hatred. He ordered her to be seized and brought back 
to Palmero, and there she was put to most cruel torture, 
but she prayed for strength, and it was granted her. 

She went cheerfully to prison, and as she walked 
thither she prayed in these words : " Lord Jesus 
Christ, Lord of all things, Thou seest my heart ; Thou 
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knowest all my desire ; do Thou possess me wholly, I 
am Thy sheep ; strengthen me to overcome the devil. ,, 

She was led to the rack, and most cruelly tortured, 
then she was taken hack to prison, and she lay there 
for four days, with no one to take care of her, no 
one to dress the wounds which her enemies had in- 
flicted on her. 

Again she was brought out to endure fresh tortures, 
again she was ordered back to prison, but as soon as 
she entered her cell, she raised her gentle eyes to 
heaven and said — 

" Lord, my Creator, Thou hast protected me, from the 
cradle; Thou hast taken from me the love of the world 
and given me patience to suffer; receive now my soul." 

Her prayer was heard, and her pure spirit went 
to God. 



February 14. 

8. VALENTINE, PRIEST AND MARTYR. (a.D. 270.) 

Train Thou us, Lord, with Thee to die, 

That we from death may rise, 
Our steps on earth, our hearts on high, 

Our treasure in the skies, 
Where God Triune doth reign for ever nigh. 

This Saint was a Priest of the Western Church, who 

was put into chains by the Emperor Claudius II. for 
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having given help to some of the martyrs during his 
persecution of the Christians. The guard of his prison 
was named Asterius, and S. Valentine converted him 
and his whole household to the true faith, and is said 
to have restored sight to his adopted daughter. 

Claudius, hearing this, condemned S. Valentine to be 
beaten with clubs, and afterwards beheaded. This 
is all that is known about him. 

The sending of valentines is supposed to be derived 
from a heathen custom observed on or about that day, 
and is in no way connected with S. Valentine. 



February 24. 

S. MATTHIAS, APOSTLE AND MARTYR. (a.D. 64.) 

Thus His wisdom slumbered not 
When to-day they cast the lot ; 
But He chose, when it was thrown, 
S. Matthias as his own. 

Nothing is said of S. Matthias in the New Testa- 
ment except what we read in the first chapter of the 
Acts of the Holy Apostles, when S. Peter, after our 
dear Lord's Ascension, proposed that, in the place of 
the traitor Judas, one should be chosen who had been 
with the Apostolic band whilst the Master was yet with 
them on earth, and who would be a fitting witness of 
the truth of His Resurrection and Ascension. 
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Two were set apart out of the seventy disciples, 
Joses called Barsabas, and Matthias. The Apostles 
prayed for the Lord's guidance, and when they had 
thus prayed they drew lots, and the lot fell upon 
Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven 
Apostles. 

The tradition of the Church respecting S. Matthias 
is, that he worked for some years among the Jews, then 
went to Cappadocia, and he was crucified about the 
year 64. 

An old writer, comparing his death with that o£ the 
traitor Judas, has said, " The one found the tree on 
which he hung the way to his ; own place ' — the other, 
his Master's own road to the Paradise of God." 
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8. DAVID, ARCHBISHOP. (a.D. 544.) 

Say who is he in deserts seen ? 

Or at the twilight hour ? 
Of garb austere and dauntless mien, 
Measured in speech and purpose keen, 
Calm as in heaven he had been, 

Yet blithe when perils lower. 

S. David, or Dewi, as the Welsh call him, was born 
at Mynyw, which is called S. David's after him. 
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He was grandson of the King of one of the Welsh 
provinces, and he was most carefully brought up by his 
mother. After he had been ordained priest he retired 
for meditation and study to the vale of Ewias, where he 
built a chapel and a cell, on the site now occupied by 
Llantony Abbey. He led a life of extreme simplicity, 
the mountain stream furnished him with drink, and 
his food was the meadow leek. 

After a time he removed to his native place, and 
built a monastery, near which the present cathedral of 
S. David's now stands. 

He still practised the same rigorous self-denial as 
before, water was his only drink, and he never touched 
animal food. He devoted himself wholly to prayer and 
study, and to the training of his disciples. He would 
never, if he could help it, appear in public, and this 
love of solitude continued even after he had been con- 
secrated bishop. The Pelagian heresy was then rife, 
and a synod composed of bishops, abbots, and laymen 
met to refute the false teaching that had sprung up. 
In vain S. David was entreated to make one of the 
number, nothing would induce him to leave his retire- 
ment, and at last when two messengers were sent, 
imploring him to come to the help of his brethren, he 
most reluctantly yielded, and by his wondrous eloquence 
silenced his opponents, and the Pelagians were utterly 
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vanquished. A Welsh legend tells us, that while S. 
David's speech continued, a snow-white dove, descend- 
ing from heaven, came and sat upon his shoulder, and 
the earth on which he stood raised itself under him, till 
it became a hill, from whence his voice was heard like 
a trumpet, and was understood by all; on the top of 
this hill a church was afterwards built, and remains to 
this day. 

Some time after this synod had met, S. David was 
unanimously elected Primate of the Cambrian Church. 
He accepted this new dignity very reluctantly, and only 
on condition that he might be allowed to remove the 
archiepiscopal chair from the busy city of Caerleon on 
the Usk, to his own quiet retreat of S. David's. 

He ruled the Welsh Church wisely and well, and 
died at the age of eighty-two. On the Sunday before 
his death he preached to his people, and after con- 
secrating and receiving the Holy Eucharist he was 
seized with sudden illness; turning to his flock he 
said, " Brethren, persevere in the things which ye have 
heard of me ; on the third day hence I go the way of 
my fathers!" 

On the third day, while his priests were singing the 
Matin Office, he had a vision of Jesus coming to him, 
and exclaimed, " Lord, raise me after Thee," and when 
he had said these words, he died. 
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March 2. 

S. CHAD, BISHOP. (a.D. 673.) 

His food it was the heavenly word ; 

He searched the Book of truth and love, 
Till watchful prayer would wings afford, 

And he would be with them above. 

S. Chad was one of four brothers who all took holy 
orders. 

Cedd, one of the brothers, became Bishop of the 
East Saxons. 

They were Anglians by birth, and were trained by 
the holy S. Aidan at Lindisfarne, on the northern 
coast of Northumbria. 

After a time S. Chad was consecrated Bishop of 
York; he devoted himself with great earnestness to 
his work, travelling about his diocese, not on horse- 
back, but on foot, after the manner of the Apostles, and 
preaching the Gospel in the towns and in the country, 
in the castles and in the cottages. After a time some 
question arose as to his right to the bishopric, he 
having been consecrated during the absence of Wilfrid, 
the former Bishop of York, who had been previously 
consecrated to the see. Theodore, Archbishop of Cant- 
erbury, visited Northumbria, and charged S. Chad 
with not being duly consecrated. The Bishop replied 
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with great humility, "If thou knowest that I have not 
duly received the episcopate, I willingly resign the 
office, for I never thought myself worthy of it, but 
though unworthy, I consented to take it for obedience 
sake." 

Theodore, touched with his answer, said that he would 
himself complete all that he considered informal in his 
consecration, but probably advised Chad to resign 
his bishopric, for we next hear of the Saint living in 
retirement at Lastingham Abbey. 

Theodore afterwards appointed him to the see of 
Lichfield, and there he lived, with seven or eight 
monks, spending his time, when he was not visiting in 
his diocese, in study and prayer. 

The story of the last days of this good and great 
bishop had better be told in the reverent words of 
S. Bede. "One of his monks, named Owini, one day 
went into his oratory, and falling on the ground 
prayed the Bishop to tell him what that song of joy 
was which had fallen on his ears as he entered the 
oratory. The Bishop, bidding him conceal what he 
had heard until after his death, said, 'They were 
angelic spirits, who came to call me to my heavenly 
reward, which I have always longed after, and they 
promised they would return seven days hence and take 
me away with them.' His languishing sickness in- 
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creasing daily, on the seventh day, when he had pre- 
pared for death by receiving the Body and Blood of 
our Lord, his soul, being delivered from the prison of 
the body, the angel, as may be justly believed, 
attending him, he departed to the joys of heaven." 

It is recorded of this holy Bishop, that he was 
deeply moved to adore the power of God in the 
mysterious wonders of the wind and storm. When 
the wind was blowing, and the lightning flashing, and 
the thunder pealing, he would pray and repeat psalms 
in the church until the weather became calm. Being 
asked why he did this, he answered . . . . " The Lord 
moves the air, and raises the wind, and darts lightnings 
and thunders from heaven, to excite the inhabitants 
of the earth to fear Him : to put them in mind of the 
future judgment, to dispel their pride and vanquish 
their boldness, by bringing into their thoughts that 
dreadful time when, the heavens and earth being in a 
flame, He will come in the clouds with great power 
and majesty to judge the quick and the dead, wherefore 
it behoves us to answer His heavenly admonition with 
due fear and love." 
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March 7. 

S. PBRPBTUA AND HBR COMPANIONS, MARTYRS. 

(A.D. 203.) 

O champions bleat in Jesus' name, 

Short be your strife, your triumph full, 
Till every heart have caught the flame, 

And lightened of the world's misrule, 
Ye soar those elder Saints to meet, 
Gathered long since at Jesus' feet, 

No world of passions to destroy, 

Your prayers and struggles o'er, 

Your task all joy and praise. 

It was in the terrible persecution under the Emperor 
Severus, at the beginning of the third century, that 
S. Perpetua and her companions gained the crown of 
martyrdom at Carthage. 

Perpetua was a married lady, of good family; she was 
twenty-two years old, and had one little child. No 
mention is made of her husband, beyond the fact that 
he was a man of good position in the city. She had a 
father, a mother, and two brothers, and all her family, 
except her father, seem to have been Christians. 

Felicitas, her only female companion in her sufferings, 
was a young married slave. The three men were called 
Revocatus, Saturninus and Secundus. These five faith- 
f ul ones were all catechumens, when they were appre- 
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hended, and put into prison for the faith; they were 
there joined by Saturus, who was probably brother to 
Saturninus, and who suffered voluntary imprisonment, 
because he would not be separated from them. They 
were shut up in a private house and strongly guarded, 
before they were formally committed to prison, and 
here they received the Sacrament of Baptism for which 
they so longed. Whilst they were in this house every 
effort was made to shake their faith, but all was of no 
avail ; they remained firm to the end, and when at last 
they were removed to the dark dreary prison, their 
courage did not fail, although they suffered much from 
the rudeness of the soldiers, and the poor young 
mother's heart was very sore on account of the little 
child she loved so well, and to whom she was not 
allowed to give proper food. 

Through the kindness of two deacons, the martyrs 
were after a time removed to a more commodious part of 
the prison, and there Perpetua had a vision; in it she 
saw a golden ladder which reached from earth to heaven, 
but it was so narrow, that only one person could mount 
it at a time. At the sides of it were fastened all kinds 
of sharp instruments, so that if any one ascended it care- 
lessly, he was in danger of having his flesh torn. An 
enormous dragon lay at the foot of the ladder, as though 
he would frighten people away from it. Saturus 
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mounted first, and then he turned to Perpetua, and 
said, "Perpetua, I wait for you; but beware of the 
dragon." She answered, "In the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, he shall not hurt me. " As she mounted the 
first step of the ladder, she seemed to tread upon the 
creature's head, and when she reached the top, she saw 
a beautiful garden, and in it sat a venerable man, 
dressed like a shepherd, feeding his flock, and round 
him were many thousands of persons dressed in white. 
He looked at her kindly and said, " Welcome, my child," 
and he fed her with milk, and those who stood by 
chanted a loud Amen. 

Then when she had dreamt this dream, Perpetua 
awoke, and she understood that it was God's will that 
she should die for Him. 

The greatest trial that the Saint had to bear was 
when her father came to her, and entreated her "by the 
love she bore her mother, by her respect for his grey 
hairs, and by her compassion for her little child, who 
could not live without her care, to renounce her faith." 
She wept bitterly, but her resolution never wavered, and 
the next day she and her companions were summoned 
to appear before the judge. They were all placed on a 
sort of a scaffold before him, and near it stood Per- 
petua's father holding up her child. 

"Are you a Christian?" asked the judge. 
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"Yes, I am," was the simple answer, and each of the 
others in turn made the same leply. S. Perpetua was 
told that she should never again see her child, and that 
it should be starved to death. Even this failed to 
shake her constancy; love for her Saviour was stronger 
in the mother's heart than love for her little innocent 
darling. 

The whole six prisoners, after having been beaten 
and scourged, were sent back to prison, to be brought 
out again at the shows which were to be given for the 
soldiers, on the occasion of some heathen feast. Felicitas 
had given birth to a child in prison, and she thanked 
God who had sent her strength sufficient, to be led out 
to suffer with the rest. The feast-day came, and with 
firm steps, and joyful faces, the little company of 
martyrs walked to the amphitheatre. 

They were all of them thrown to the wild beasts ; 
Saturus was the first to die, he was attacked by a wild 
boar which refused to hurt him, but turned upon its 
keeper, and wounded him mortally, but Saturus was at 
last despatched by a leopard's bite. The others were then 
killed in the same way. The two women were the last 
to be given to the mercy of the furious beasts. They 
were tossed by a wild cow, and Perpetua rose from the 
ground, tried to arrange her dress, and seeing Felicitas 
by her side unable t j move, she lifted her up. The 
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sight touched the people, and they cried out that "it was 
enough." The two brave women were led to the gate 
Saniviveria, where those who were not killed by the 
beasts were put to death by young gladiators. S. Per- 
petua fell into the hands of a very unskilled youth, 
who gave her many slight wounds, which made her 
death a very lingering one. Felicitas was the first to 
ascend the golden ladder, and to go into the presence 
of the Good Shepherd. A few minutes more, and the 
loud jubilant "Amen" of the great white company fell on 
the ears of S. Perpetua, and the two were safe at last] 
mistress and slave were in the enjoyment of what S. 
Augustine expresses by a happy combination of their 
names, " Perpetual Felicity." 



March 12, 

8. GREGORY THE GREAT, BISHOP OF ROMS. (a.D. 604.) 

Then when Thy Voice shall bid oar conflict cease, 
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace, 

S. Gregory was the best and greatest of all the 
Bishops of Borne. His mother, Sylvia, seems to have 
been to him, almost what S. Monica was to S. Augus- 
tine. Gregory was early called to fill an important 
position in Borne, and he lived a luxurious but blame- 
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less life in that city. Aftej? a long struggle between 
religion and the fascinations of the world, he resolved 
to give up every earthly tie, and to build and endow 
six monasteries in Sicily, and he established a seventh 
in his own house at Borne, dedicated to S. Andrew, 
and where Gregory himself became a monk. 

He spent most of his time in reading, fasting and 
prayer, and, through overwork and austerity, brought 
on great bodily weakness, from which he suffered all 
through his life. His tender solicitude for the souls 
of others was his great characteristic. 

We all know the story of the fair beautiful chil- 
dren in the market-place in Kome, who were to be 
sold as slaves. When Gregory saw them he asked who 
they were, and on being told that they came from the 
country of the Angles, and that they were pagans, he 
sighed and said, " Alas, for grief that such bright faces 
should be under the dominion of the prince of dark- 
ness ! Angels they are in countenance, and should be 
co-heirs with the angels in heaven." 

The good monk quite determined to go upon a 
mission to the land of the Angles, and convert the 
people to the true faith. He got the Pope's permis- 
sion to start on his journey, and he had actually got as 
far as three days' journey from Rome, when messengers 
were sent to recall him and to lead him back to his 
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monastery. The people had been so distressed at his 
departure, that the Pope had no other alternative than 
to insist upon his return. 

Thirteen years afterwards, when he had been con- 
secrated Bishop or Pope of Rome, he sent S. Augustine 
and his monks to the country of those fair little slaves 
who had been so often in his thoughts and prayers. 

When he was elected to the Bishopric of Rome, he 
was very much troubled, and entreated the Cardinals 
to let their choice fall upon some one else. They re- 
fused to listen to him, and he then begged the Em- 
peror Maurice not to confirm his election, but his letter 
was intercepted, the imperial confirmation arrived, 
and Gregory disguised himself and fled from Rome, 
but was soon recognized, and brought back. He bowed 
his head and wept, but no longer tried to resist what 
seemed to be God's will concerning him. 

The great aim of this good Bishop was to introduce 
order and discipline into the Church, and he composed 
those chants and hymn-tunes which are now in very 
general use in England, and which after him are called 
" Gregorians." He lived in troubled times, both for the 
world and the Church, and although he was but mortal, 
and made some mistakes, there is no doubt that all his 
motives were pure, and he laboured solely for the good of 
the Church, and the Glory of God. With all his great 
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talents he was singularly humble-minded, and he used 
to subscribe himself " Servant of the Servants of God." 

In his last illness, which was a very long and painful 
one, he used to gather his choir-boys about his bed, 
and teach them the things he thought they ought to 
know, and make them practise the hymns and chants 
he had taught them, before it pleased God to lay him 
upon a bed of sickness. 

He died on the 12th of March, 604, at the age of 
fifty-five, after having ruled over the Church in Eome 
for thirteen yeare. He was buried in S. Peter's, and on 
the epitaph upon his tomb it is said, " After having 
conformed all his actions to his doctrine, the Consul of 
God went to enjoy eternal triumph. " 



March 18. 

B. EDWARD, KING AND MARTYR. (a.D. 978.) 

I know no life divided, 

Lord of Life, from Thee ; 

In Thee ia life provided for all mankind and me. 

1 know no death, O Jesus, 
Because I live in thee ; 

Thy death it is which frees us 
From death eternally. 

The young King Edward the Martyr, as he is called, 
does not seem to merit the title ; but he was a good and 
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holy youth, and his end was a very sad and cruel one, 
and so his memory was honoured in the Anglo-Saxon 
Church, and his name is still found in our calendar. 

His father, King Edgar, had been twice married. 
Elfrida, his second wife, had two sons, who were 
named Edmund and Ethelred ; Edmund died young, 
and when King Edgar died, Elfrida was very anxious 
that her son Ethelred should be crowned, but 
Edward, who was much loved for his goodness and 
gentleness, succeeded to his father's* throne. 

The Queen hated the saintly youth, and one day 
when he was out hunting, and rode up to the castle 
in Dorsetshire, where she and Ethelred lived, and 
asked for a glass of water, she went out to meet him 
and kissed him. 

Whilst he was drinking Elfrida made a sign to one 
of her servants to stab him; when Edward felt the 
sharp pain he set spurs to his horse, and rode off to join 
his companions, but he slipped from his saddle, and his 
foot caught in the stirrup, and he was dragged along 
until he died. Elfrida ordered that he should be 
buried in unconsecrated ground at Wareham, with no 
royal pomp or ceremony. It was said that great 
miracles were performed at his tomb, and in after years 
Elfrida repented of her great sin, and retired into a 
convent, there to spend her time in fasting and prayer. 
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March 21. 

8. BENEDICT, ABBOT. (a.D. 543.) 

Thrice happy they who earthly store have sold, 

Dearer snblimer joys, domestic ties, 
And form themselves into one happy fold, 

To imitate on earth the happy skies. 

S. Benedict was born in the year 480. The blood 
of the martyrs had ceased to flow, the Church was at 
rest, but it was the rest of apathy and indifference, and 
outside there were heresies, and schisms, and divisions, 
whilst pagans from the northern countries of Europe 
had stilled the new-born faith of the southern lands. 

The imperial city of Rome was steeped in luxury 
and vice, religious life seemed to be dead, and truth was 
mixed up with much false doctrine. About fifty miles 
from Rome there was a spot within sight of the great 
range of the Apennines, which was singularly lonely and 
picturesque. The name of this place was Subiaco, and 
it was there that a youth of fourteen years old, flying 
from the temptations and dangers of Rome, took up his 
abode amongst the mountain gorges, in the year 494. 

The boy's name was Benedictus, or " blessed." He 
belonged to a noble Italian family, but he determined 
to renounce fortune and all the world's pleasures, and 
to live a life of solitude. On his way to Subiaco he 
met a monk named Romanus, who 'gave him a hair 



March 21.] $. VeiteWct 57 

shirt and a monastic habit, and he took up his abode 
in a cave, and lived there for three years, receiving his 
daily food from the monk Romanus, who not being 
able to get to the cave, used to send him a loaf, tied to 
a cord, every day, first ringing a little bell, to warn 
him to be on the look-out for the food. 

The neighbouring shepherds at first took Benedict 
for a wild beast, and were afraid to go near him, but 
after a time, when they heard his words of wisdom and 
piety, and saw the holiness of his life, they learned to 
love him dearly. Soon his fame went forth to the 
outer world, and people from a distance used to visit 
him in his solitude, and at last the monks of a neigh- 
bouring monastery begged him to become their ruler ; 
but they were not good men, and he was much too 
strict for them, so after a time they attempted to poison 
him, but he made the sign of the cross over the cup 
which contained the poison, and it was broken to pieces. 

S. Benedict left these monks and returned to his cave, 
but he soon was surrounded by a band of disciples, and 
he founded twelve monasteries in the neighbourhood of 
Subiaco, each of them inhabited by twelve monks. 

He spent all his time in doing good to others, and 
lived a most holy life, but a wicked priest invented many 
slanderous stories about him, and tried to do him harm 
in the eyes of his young disciples, and for their sakeshe 
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determined to leave the place where he had lived for 
thirty-five years, and to seek another home. He jour- 
neyed south, and there upon the boundaries of Campania, 
on a lonely hill, above a plain which extends towards the 
shores of the Mediterranean, he founded the monastery 
of Monte Casino, amongst a people who, until the great 
Monk of the West took up his abode near them, were 
sunk in the darkness of heathenism. He converted 
them to the faith of Christ, and Monte Casino became 
the centre of religious life throughout all the world. 

It was here that he wrote his famous rule, which 
has been the model of all monastic orders ever since. 
S. Benedict had a sister named Scholastica, and, to- 
wards the <;lpse of his life, she went to live near him, 
with a community of religious women, and he visited 
her once a year, and the two used to spend the day in 
meditation and prayer. 

When S. Scholastica died, her brother had her laid 
in the tomb which he had prepared for himself, that, 
as S. Gregory says, "the grave might not separate their 
bodies, whose souls had ever been one with God." 

He survived her only forty days. He was seized 
with fever, and he ordered that he should be carried 
to the Chapel of S. John Baptist, and supported in 
the arms of his disciples. He received his last 
communion. He had already desired that his 
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sister's tomb should be opened to receive him, and 
placing himself at the side of the open grave at the 
foot of the altar, with his arms stretched towards 
heaven, he died standing, praying with his latest breath. 
There is a beautiful story told of the way in which 
his death was made known to two of his monks at a 
distance from Monte Casino. They saw a bright 
pathway leading straight from heaven, towards the 
south, in the direction of the monastery, and as they 
gazed upon it, an old man appeared to them and asked 
them if they knew what it meant. They answered 
" No." "It is the way" he said, "by which the holy 
Benedict, beloved of God, has just passed to Paradise." 



March 25. 

THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. 

God made Himself of glory bare 

Oar mortal flesh to take, 
When to the Virgin pure and fair 

The Angel greeting spake : — 
" Hail, Mary, that art full of grace, 

Blest evermore art thou, 
The Lord, Whose mercies all embrace, 

Himself is with thee now." 

The story of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary is told in the first chapter of S. Luke's Gospel. 
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A lowly Virgin kneels in her humble home at Naza- 
reth, and there comes to her the bright Angel S. 
Gabriel, and tells her the marvellous tidings that the 
Holy Ghost shall come upon her, and the power of 
the Highest shall overshadow her, therefore that Holy 
Thing which shall be born of her shall be called the 
Son of God. 

And she who is blessed among all women for ever- 
more, meekly bows her head and speaks these words, 
which show her trust and her humility: "Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me according to 
Thy Word." To the Church to-day comes the message 
of the Incarnation — the promise that God manifest in 
the Flesh will be with his Church for evermore. 



April 3. 

S. RICHARD, BISHOP. (a.D. 1253.) 

O aged Saint, far off I heard the praises of thy name, 

Thy deeds of power, thy skilful words, thy zeal's triumphant flame. 

S. Richard was born at Wyke, near Worcester. 
His father was a large landed proprietor, and Richard 
was his second son. The father died when the 
brothers were minors, and left the property in the 
hands of trustees, who behaved very badly, and when 
the young heir came into his inheritance, he found 
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himself with nothing in the world but a piece of bare 
and barren land. 

The boy Richard was then at school, but he very early 
showed the unselfishness of disposition which character- 
ized him through the whole of a long life. Seeing his 
brother in trouble, he left school and became his only 
servant, doing all the menial work of a farm-labourer. 
His elder brother after a time made him a present of 
the farm, of which he was somewhat tired, and then some 
of Richard's relatives proposed that he should marry a 
beautiful and wealthy girl, whose dower would restore 
his fallen fortunes. When his brother heard this, he 
was sorry that he had given up the farm, but Richard at 
once gave him back the title-deeds, and told him 
to marry the girl if she would have him, and took 
himself out of the way, and went to Oxford. After- 
wards he spent some years in Paris and Bologna, living 
a life of great poverty and devoting himself to study. 

After he was ordained, he was elected to the 
Bishopric of Chichester, but Henry III. had wanted 
to appoint a very unfit person to fill the see, and in 
his spite and anger he confiscated all the revenues 
which belonged to it. 

S. Richard went to Rome to lay the matter before 
the Pope and to receive the rite of Consecration. 
He returned with letters confirming his appointment 
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to the Bishopric of Chichester, but the weak Henry 
and his wicked courtiers only loaded him with abuse, 
and refused to allow him to draw a farthing from the 
revenues of the see. He was reduced to the greatest 
state of poverty; only one gentleman was bold enough 
to take his part, and open the doors of his house to 
him, so he lodged there, whilst his palace was occupied 
by some favourite of the King. He used to go about 
amongst his people on foot, or on a borrowed horse, 
preaching the Gospel and administering the Sacra- 
ments. When the Dean and Canons condoled with 
him on his hard lot, he would smile and say : "Re- 
member what is told us of the Apostles ; they went 
with joy from the presence of the council, for that 
they were counted worthy to suffer reproach for the 
Name of Jesus." 

After a time the King was forced into restoring to 
the see of Chichester all the moneys and lands which 
he had confiscated, and the Bishop employed his 
newly acquired wealth in relieving the necessities of 
others, going about his diocese, and with his own 
hands distributing alms to the poor and needy. 

It is said of him that although he was always very 
hard upon his own shortcomings, he was most just 
and merciful to others, and as an instance of this, 
we are told that he used to rise very early — before 



April 3.] £>, Ifcicftat*. 63 

sunrise — for prime, and often passed through the 
dormitories to find his clergy fast asleep. He would 
not wake them, hut quietly stole away to say his office 
hy himself, because he thought rest was good for 
them. 

In the year 1253 S. Kichard was ordered to preach 
a Crusade against the Saracens, and when he reached 
Dover he consecrated a church, and there spoke of 
his approaching death. 

The next morning, whilst he was singing matins, he 
fell down in a fit and was carried to his bed, and on 
his recovery to consciousness he received the Blessed 
Sacrament. When asked what food he would take,he 
answered, "Lord, show us the Father, and it suf- 
ficeth us." 

A Crucifix was brought to him, and he extended 
his arms towards it and said, " Lord Jesus Christ, I 
thank Thee for all the blessings Thou hast given me, 
and for all the pains and insults Thou didst endure for 
me. Thou knowest, Lord, how willing I should be to 
bear pain and insult and death for Thee; therefore have 
mercy on me, for unto Thee do I commend my spirit." 
These were the last words he ever spoke ; his pure 
and humble soul went to the Lord, for whom, like the 
loving Apostle of old, he would — had it been His holy 
will — gladly have suffered even unto the death. 
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April 4. 

8. AMBROSE, BISHOF AND CONFESSOR. (A.D. 397.) 

I see thee stand before the injured shrine, 
While Theodosius to thy stern decree 

Falls down, and owns the keys and power divine ; 
For kings that fain her nursing sires would be 
To the Eternal Bride must bend the knee. 

This great doctor of the Western Church was born 
at Treves, in Germany. His father was Prefect of Gaul. 
While he was a child it is said that a swarm of bees 
flew about his cradle, some settling on his mouth, 
which,— as in the case of Plato, — of whom the same story 
is related, was thought to be a sign of future eloquence. 

He was educated in Eome, and he then practised as 
a lawyer at Milan, and there he distinguished himself 
in a controversy against the Arians, and when the 
Arian Bishop of Milan died, Ambrose was entreated to 
fill his place. He was not yet baptized, but he 
happened, in his capacity as governor of the province, 
to be in the church whilst the election was going on. 

A child's voice is said to have cried in clear ringing 
tones, "Ambrose is Bishop," and he was instantly 
elected. In vain he spoke of his unfitness for the holy 
office, and said that he was only a catechumen ; the 
assembly would not listen to his objections. Twice he 
escaped out of the city, and was twice brought back, 
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and he was at once baptized, and consecrated Bishop of 
Milan eight days afterwards. 

He was one of the best, and holiest, and bravest 
Bishops who ever ruled the Church of Christ. His 
episcopate was greatly disturbed by the Arian heresies. 
When the Arian Empress Justina sent to ask him for 
the use of the Church of S. Victor for herself and the 
Arians he refused her request, saying, that he had no 
power to give up what belonged to God. Justina was 
determined to have her own way, so she sent a 
threatening message to S. Ambrose, and told him that 
if he would not obey her, she would not answer for his 
life. 

He replied that he would not leave his flock, so he 
shut himself up with his people in the church, and 
there he taught them to sing psalms and hymns. The 
chants which he composed are still in use, and are 
called Ambrosian chants. 

The soldiers who surrounded the church by Justina's 
order, were so affected by the sweet music, that they 
allowed the people to go away in peace. 

After this Justina died, and her son Valentinian re- 
nounced the errors of Arianism, and sent for S. Ambrose 
to baptize him. But before the Bishop could get to 
him, the young Emperor was murdered at Vienne. 

Theodosius was now sole Emperor. He was a very 
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good and Christian man, but he did one most cruel 
deed. He was very angry with some of his subjects 
in Thessalonica, because they had murdered some of 
their officers, and he vowed to take vengeance upon 
them. 

S. Ambrose, however, persuaded him to forgive them, 
but in an evil hour he forgot his promise, and caused 
several thousands of the Thessalonians to be massacred. 

After this he appeared in state at the door of the 
church where S. Ambrose was performing the service. 

The Bishop met him in the porch, and told him how 
unfit he was to enter the House of God, and bade him 
do public penance for his crime. "David sinned," 
answered the Emperor, "and he was forgiven. Why 
should not I be pardoned ? " 

" If thou hast sinned like David, thou must also 
repent like him," was the brave answer; and, humbled 
and ashamed, Theodosius went away. For eight 
months he was not allowed to receive the Holy Com- 
munion, and when at last Christmas came, he again 
went to the church, and fell prostrate before the 
altar, saying in his penitence and anguish, " My soul 
cleaveth to the dust, O quicken Thou me according to 
Thy word." Then S. Ambrose allowed the repentant 
Emperor to feed upon the life-giving Food. 

It is said of S. .Ambrose that when any one con- 
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fessed their sins to him, he shed so many tears, as to 
oblige the penitent to repent ; for he seemed to have 
fallen with him. 

S. Ambrose died on the morning of Easter Eve in 
the year 397, in the fifty-eighth year of his age. When 
his friends at the beginning of his illness entreated 
him to pray for his recovery, he answered, " I have 
not lived among you so that I am ashamed to live, nor 
do I fear to die, for we have a good Master.'* 

The body of the Saint still rests at Milan, under the 
high altar of the church dedicated to him. 



April 19. 

S. ALPHSGE, ARCHBISHOP AND MARTYR. (a.D. 1012.) 

Seeing above the golden crown, 
Into death's arms he willing goes : 

Dying he conquers ; death o'erthrown, 
O'erthrown his foes. 

S. Alphegb was a West Saxon of noble birth, who 
from his earliest youth devoted himself to the service 
of God, and in spite of the entreaties of his widowed 
mother, retired into a monastery, and it is supposed 
that he was Abbot of Bath. 

He was afterwards elected Bishop of Winchester, 
and he spent his whole time looking after the poor of 
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his flock, practising the greatest austerities and self- 
denial, so that he might have more to give away to 
those who needed it. 

In the year 1006, S. Alphege was chosen to he 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Soon after this, the Danes 
laid siege to the city, which after twenty days fell into 
their hands. They committed the most cruel atrocities 
upon the inhabitants, and the Archbishop appeared 
amongst them, praying them to spare his people, but 
they took him prisoner, and would not release him 
until he had paid a ransom. 

They kept him in their own ships on the Thames, 
and treated him very cruelly. At last, when the plague 
broke out amongst them, they entreated him to pray for 

I them. He did so, and the plague was stayed. 

I Even then they would not release him unless he paid 
them down the money. He would not do this, for all 
he had belonged to the Church, so he told them that 
they must do with him as they would. They fell upon 
him and stoned him, and put him to such cruel torture, 
that one of them who, it is stated, had recently been 
converted by him, out of pity for his sufferings, clave 
his head with his battle-axe. 

He died praying for his murderers. " Jesu, receive 
me in peace, and forgive them," were the last words he 
ever spoke. 
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His martyrdom took place at Greenwich, and he 
was huried in S. Paul's Minster; his remains were 
afterwards translated by King Canute to a costly tomb 
in Canterbury Cathedral 



April 23. 

8. GEORGE, MARTYR. (A.D. 303.) 

And on his breast a bloodie crosse he bore, 
The deare remembrance of his dying Lord, 

For Whose sweet sake that glorious badge he wore, 
And dead, as living, ever Him adored. 

All that is really known about S. George is that he 
was a martyr for the truth, and a good and holy soldier 
of the Cross. It is generally supposed that he was 
that soldier spoken of by Eusebius, who, when the 
edict of the Emperor Diocletian was posted at Nice- 
media, against the Church there, tore it into shreds, and 
for this suffered martyrdom. In the first and third 
Crusades S. George is supposed to have appeared in a 
miraculous manner in aid of the armies of the Cross. 
He is the patron Saint of England, and of Hungary. 

The story of S. George and the dragon is purely 
mythical, but in the days of the early Church a dragon 
was always used in art to represent sin, so that the 
slaying of a dragon, a feat attributed to more than one 
of the saints of old, really meant a conquest over sin. 



70 Ss iHatft, [April 25. 

April 25. 

8. MARK, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST. (A.D. 68.) 

Thou wrotest in thy record 

The oracles divine. 
And madest Jesn's Glory 

Upon the world to shine. 

This holy Evangelist was a Jew, and is supposed to 
have been sister's son to S. Peter, by whom he is 
thought to have been converted. When S. Peter had 
been preaching in Rome, S. Mark wrote down his 
words, so that the people might remember them ; there- 
fore S. Mark's Gospel is really a chronicle of the words 
of S. Peter. 

The later years of his ministry were spent at Alex- 
andria, where he founded the Church, and converted 
thousands in the more remote parts of Egypt to the true 
faith. ' 

On the feast of Serapis, a heathen deity, the Bishop 
was seized by the people of Alexandria, and after being 
dragged through the streets for two days, God took him 
to his rest, and gave him the crown of martyrdom. 

The day of his death is generally supposed to have 
been Easter Day. It was on that bright feast, that 
S. Mark went to spend a glorious Easter with his 
risen and ascended Lord. 
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SS. PHILIP AND JAMBS, APOSTLES AND MARTYRS. 

(PIRST CENTURY.) 

They that came from tribulation, 

Washed their robes and made them white, 
Oat of every tongue and nation, 
Now have rest, and peace, and light. 

S. Philip was one of the first of our Lord's disciples, 
and is thought to have been with him during the time 
when S. Andrew and S. Peter returned to their 
occupation as fishermen, after their first call. S. Philip 
was born at Bethsaida, and we simply hear that Jesus 
found him, and said unto him ; " Follow Me." 

In reference to their long-tried companionship, it 
may have been that our dear Lord addressed that loving 
rebuke to the disciple, "Have I been so long time with 
you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip?" After 
the dispersion of the Apostles, S. Philip carried the 
Gospel to Northern Asia, and his name has also been 
connected with the early Church in Russia. He was 
crucified, and stoned whilst hanging on the cross, 
at Hierapolis in Phrygia, and an ancient tradition 
of the Church is, that his martyrdom took place 
immediately after he had procured by his prayers, the 
death of a great serpent, which had been worshipped 
by the people of the city. 




S. James the Less was the son of Alphaeus or Cleo- 
phas, and of Mary, and was nephew to S. Joseph, the 
husband of the Blessed Virgin. 

Hence he was, in the genealogy of the Jews, a " bro- 
ther " of our Blessed Lord. He is called S. James the 
Less, because he was the younger of the Apostles of 
that name. He is also called S. James the Just, be- 
cause of his great holiness. He was the brother of S. 
Jude, and was the first Bishop of Jerusalem. The 
Jews desired him to preach that Jesus was not Messiah. 
They carried him to the roof of the Temple, and he 
boldly affirmed to the crowds beneath, " That Jesus, the 
Son of Man, is the Messiah indeed, and that He sitteth 
at the right hand of God, and will come again with 
power and great glory, to judge both the quick and the 
dead." 

The crowds below hearing this, shouted " Hosanna 
to the Son of David." Then the Scribes and Pharisees 
in their fury ordered that he should be cast down from 
the height, and they stoned him, with a shower of 
stones ; the holy Apostle raised himself for an instant, 
and looking up to heaven spoke those words which his 
Master had sanctified for evermore, " Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do." 

As he spoke the words he was struck on the head 
with a club, and the saintly Bishop died. 



May 3. 

INVENTION OF THIS HOLT GROSS. (a.D. 326.) 

Faithful cross, above all other, 
One and only noble tree i 
None in foliage, none in blossom, 
None in fruit thy peers may be. 

The Invention of the Cross means the finding of the 
Cross on which our dear Lord was crucified. 

Of course it was but natural that those who loved 
the Saviour, should love and reverence the sacred wood 
on which He hung, when He by His most precious 
death procured the salvation of the world. 

It was S. Helena, the mother of the Emperor Con- 
stantino, who found the sacred Cross. 

She was converted to Christianity about the year 
311, and fifteen years afterwards She made a pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem, to visit the scene of our Lord's birth and 
passion and crucifixion. 

She could scarcely find any trace of those hallowed 
spots; a heathen temple stood on the site of the Holy 
Sepulchre, so that Christians could no longer perform 
their devotions there. 

The implements by which criminals suffered were 
always buried in the earth, so it was difficult to find 
any trace of "those dear tokens of the passion," 
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which the pious Empress sought with such loving 
reverence. 

She employed people to dig down deep into the 
ground, near the probable place of the Holy Sepulchre, 
and they came upon three crosses, to one of which 
was affixed, some of the old historians tell us, that title 
which Pilate wrote with his own hand; " This is Jesus, 
the King of the Jews." 

Others say that the title was found lying separately, 
at a little distance from the crosses. 

Four nails were also found; it is supposed that the 
thieves had been bound, and not nailed, to the cross. 

Tradition goes on to say, that in order that there 
should be no doubt about the Cross upon which Jesus 
died, Macarius, Bishop of Jerusalem, advised that 
all three crosses should be carried to the house of a 
sick lady in the city, and when she touched the wood 
of what was supposed to be the true Cross, she was at 
once cured. S. Ambrose says, "S. Helena adored in 
the Cross not the sacred wood itself, which would have 
been the error of the heathen, but the King of Heaven 
who had been affixed to the Cross." 
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S. JOHN ANTE PORTAM LATINAM. (A.D. 95.) 

Two brothers freely cast their lot, 

With David's royal Son ; 
The cost of conquest counting not. 

They deem the battle won. 

Brothers in heart, they hope to gain 

An undivided joy, 
That man may one with man remain, 

As boy was one with boy. 

Christ heard, and willed that James should fall, 

First prey of Satan's rage, 
John lingers out his fellows all, 

And dies in bloodless age. 

Now they join hands once more above, 

Before the Conqueror's throne, 
Thus God grants prayer, but in His love 

Makes times and ways His own. 

To-day the Church celebrates the miraculous 
deliverance of S. John out of a cauldron of boiling 
oil at the Latin Gate of the City of Borne. After this 
the Apostle of Love, who was supposed to bear a 
charmed life, was banished to the Isle of Patmos, from 
whence he returned to rule over the Church at 
Ephesus, where he died a peaceful death in the 
year 99. 
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May 19. 

ft DUNSTAN, ARCHBI8H0P. (A.D. 988.) 

The trials that beset you, 

The sorrows ye endure, 
The manifold temptations 

That death alone can cure. 
What are they but his jewels 

Of bright celestial worth ? 
What are they but the ladder, 

Set up to heaven on earth ? 

S. Dunstan was born in Somersetshire of noble 
parents, and was educated at Glastonbury Abbey. The 
name of Dunstan means " hill- stone." After a time 
the young man was introduced to the court of King 
Athelstan, where he fell in love with a beautiful 
girl, and determined to marry her. But soon he 
was attacked with a very bad illness, and after that 
resolved to become a monk. He received the tonsure 
at Glastonbury, in the presence of S. Alphege, the then 
Bishop of Winchester, who afterwards ordained him 
priest. He spent a great deal of his time in acquiring 
music and painting, and was a most skilful worker. 
A manuscript painted by him is still to be seen in the 
British Museum. He made a cell for himself in an 
unfrequented place, and here he tried by the help of 
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God to subdue those failings which he felt still kept 
him from the way of perfection. 

Athelstan died, and was succeeded by his brother 
Edmund the Magnificent. By his help S. Dunstan 
laid the foundations of a more beautiful church and 
convent at Glastonbury than that which already 
existed, and he compiled a rule for his monks, which 
was founded on the rule of S. Benedict. In 946 
King Edmund was murdered, and his brother Edred 
succeeded him. This 'monarch tried to persuade S. 
Dunstan to accept the Bishopric of Winchester, but 
he would not leave his loved abbey of Glastonbury. 

Ten years later Edred died, and was succeeded by 
his nephew Edwy, who, although only fourteen years 
old, seems to have been a very weak and wicked prince. 
He took a great dislike to S. Dunstan, who tried to 
stop him in his evil courses, and banished him from 
Glastonbury. 

S. Dunstan took refuge in Flanders, and when at the 
end of four years, Edwy died, and was succeeded by his 
brother Edgar, the banished monk was recalled, and the 
see of Canterbury being vacant, he was appointed to fill it. 
His episcopate lasted for twenty years, and during that 
time he enforced the laws of the Church with great, 
some say, with unnecessary, strictness. 

On Ascension Day, 938, when he had given his 
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people the Apostolic Benediction after Mass, after 
having preached to them with unusual fervour, he 
asked them to pray for him, as he felt sure that the 
time of his departure was at hand. 

He went to the Kefectory, and dined, and pointed 
out in the chapel the place where he wished to be laid, 
and in three days he was no more. 
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& AUGUSTINE, ARCHBISHOP. (A.D. 604.) 

Rich conquest waits them : — the tempestuous sea 

Of ignorance that ran so rough and high, 
And heeded not the voice of clashing swords, 
These good men humble by a few bare words, 

And calm with fear of God's Divinity. 

In the year 596, S. Gregory the Great sent S. 
Augustine, Prior of the Abbey of S. Andrew's in 
Rome, with forty monks, to Britain, to try and 
christianize the pagan land from which those little 
slaves whom he had seen thirteen years before, in the 
market-place of Rome, had coma 

They started in obedience to the Pope's command, 
but they had to pass through France, and when they 
stopped at Provence, received such a terrible account 
of the horrors of the country which they were going 
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to convert, that they took fright and persuaded 
Augustine to return to Rome and ask Gregory's per- 
mission to abandon the mission. 

But the good man sent them the following message : — 

" Go forward in God's name, knowing the glory of 
the everlasting reward which shall follow this great 
labour. Almighty God protect you by His Grace, and 
grant me to see the fruits of your labours, in His 
eternal Kingdom. " The words put new courage into 
their hearts and they again set out upon their way. 

After a long and weary journey they landed at last 
at Ebbesfleet, near Sandwich. 

Then Augustine sent messengers to announce their 
arrival to Ethelbert, King of Kent. 

Ethelbert was a heathen, but he had married Bertha, 
daughter of the King of Paris, who was a Christian, 
and she was a very sweet and gentle wife to him, so 
for her sake he felt inclined to receive the missionaries 
with kindness, and to hear what they had to say. He 
would not allow them to come to Canterbury, and he 
particularly insisted that they should speak to him in 
the open air, and not under any roof, lest they should 
use those charms and spells which he had been taught 
to believe all Christians used. So the soldier-king sat 
under a tree, surrounded by his warriors, and awaited 
the arrival of S. Augustine and his companions. 

G 
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They came up from the shore carrying a silver cross, 
and a painted picture of our Lord, before them, and 
they sang a solemn litany, asking for grace to convert 
the people of Kent to the faith of Christ. The King 
(through their interpreters) heard all they had to say, 
listening to them very attentively, gave them permis- 
sion to preach to his subjects, and allowed them to 
take up their residence in Canterbury, giving them 
a house to live in, which is still known by the name of 
the Stable-gate. 

There was a small church outside the city, dedicated 
to S. Martin, which had been used as a place of Christian 
worship before the hands of the invaders had turned 
Britain from a Christian into a heathen land. Here 
Queen Bertha, who had brought her own chaplain to Eng- 
land r used to worship God, and here S. Augustine and his 
monks used to preach to the people, and administer the 
sacraments of the Church. On Whitsunday of that 
same year the King was baptized, and at Christmas 
thousands of his subjects followed his example. S. 
Augustine now went to France, and was consecrated a 
bishop, and S. Gregory soon afterwards conferred upon 
him the title of Archbishop of Canterbury. He 
founded a cathedral on that very spot where Canter- 
bury Cathedral now stands, and the King built a 
monastery, which was consecrated to SS. Peter and 
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Paul, but which was afterwards called the Monastery 
of S. Augustine. On part of its site now stands S. 
Augustine's College, where missionaries are trained to go 
out and preach the Gospel in heathen lands, just as all 
those centuries ago S. Augustine came and preached to 
the people in Kent. 

S. Gregory the Great died early in March in the 
year 604, and two months afterwards, S. Augustine 
followed his loved master to the grave. The great 
Apostle of the English was buried in the unfinished 
church of the monastery, which has since always been 
called by his name. 



May 27. 

VENERABLE BEDS, PRIEST. (A.D. 735.) 

In Jarrow's sacred cell concealed, 
His life was by his death revealed ; 
That holy life so free from blame, 
That joyful death of deathless fame. 

S. Beds was born in 673, in Northumberland, very 
near the place where the monastery of Wearmouth was 
afterwards founded. He was ordained to the priest- 
hood at the age of thirty, having been a deacon at 
nineteen; he spent his time, according to his own 
account, in prayer, and teaching, and writing. His 
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greatest work is the " Ecclesiastical History of England, 
from the landing of Julius Caesar to the year 731," 
which is almost our only authority for the early 
history of Christianity, in our island. 

He lived his quiet peaceful life in his monastery 
at Jarrow, an example of holiness to all around 
him. 

He was never absent from the offices of the Church. 
He used to say, " I well know that angels visit the con- 
gregations of the brethren at the canonical hours. 
What if they should not finci me there among my 
brethren ? "Will they not say, ' Baeda is absent, why 
comes he not with his brethren to the prescribed 
prayer ? ' " 

This great Saint and scholar was taken to his rest 
on the 27th of May, 735, during the octave of the Festi- 
val of the Ascension. He was engaged in translating 
the Gospel by S. John into the vulgar tongue, and his 
great anxiety was that it should be finished before his 
death. 

His breathing was very troubled during these last 
few days of his life, but he would not rest. "Be 
quick with your writing," he said, as he lay gasping 
upon his bed. "I shall not hold out much longer." 
In the evening of the day which was to take him from 
the quiet of his loved home at Jarrow, to the blessed 
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rest of Paradise, the boy who was writing at his dictation 
said ; " Dear master, there is one sentence not written." 

"Then write it now," answered S. Bede. 

Soon after this the boy said, "It is finished." Bede 
replied, " It is well said, It is finished. Raise my old 
head in your arms, that I may look once more at the 
happy holy place where I was wont to pray, that 
sitting up in my bed I may call on my Father." 

His bed was the pavement of his little cell, and 
there, singing "Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost," he breathed his last. 



June 1. 

8. NIOOMBDB, PRIEST AND MARTYR. (A.D. 70.) 

The sixth had charge of them now being dead, 
In seemly sort their corses to engrave, 

And deck with dainty flowers their brydall bed, 
That to their heavenly Spouse both sweet and bravo 
They might appear, when He their souls shall save ; 

The wondrous workmanship of God's own mould, 

Ah, dearest God, me grant, I dead be not defould. 

All that is to be found in the Acts of the Saints 
about S. Nicomede is that he is supposed to have been 
a Priest in Borne at the end of the first century, and 
that he was a disciple of S. Peter, In the persecution 
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under Domitian a young virgin had suffered death for 
Christ, and Nicomede performed one of the seven cor- 
poral works of mercy and gave her Christian burial. 

For this he was condemned to die. He was beaten 
to death with whips, and his body was thrown into 
the Tiber, but was afterwards recovered, and another 
Christian Priest performed for him the holy rite, which 
had gained for Nicomede the crown of martyrdom. 



June 5. 



(a.d. 755.) 



8. BONIFACE, ARCHBISHOP AND MARTYR. 

for the pearly gates of heaven ! 

for the golden floor ! 
for the sun of righteousness, 

That setteth nevermore ! 

S. Boniface, although always known in connexion 
with the history of the Church in Germany as Bishop 
of Mainz, was really an English monk whose name 
was Winfred. He was born at Crediton, in Devon- 
shire, and he first studied at Exeter, and then entered 
the Monastery of Nutscelle, in the diocese of Win- 
chester. He was ordained priest at the age of thirty. 
His greatest wish had ever been to carry the Gospel 
of Christ into pagan countries; and having heard 
much of the missionary labours of S. Willebrord, 
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Bishop of Utrecht (who was also an Englishman), in 
Friesland, he went to Rome, and obtained permission 
from the Pope to help him in his labours. 

S. Willebrord welcomed him gladly, and gave him 
his benediction, and sent him into the east of Germany, 
and then into Hesse and Saxony, where he converted 
many thousands to the faith of Christ. 

In Hesse he found the people given to the worship 
of the sacred groves and fountains, and so obstinate 
in their false creed, that it seemed impossible to move 
them. Boniface determined to strike a blow at the 
heart of this obstinate paganism, One day he went 
out with his priests to fell an old oak, hallowed for 
ages to Thor the Thunderer. The pagans assembled 
in crowds to witness the contest between their gods 
and the God of the stranger. S. Boniface looked up 
to heaven, and then swung the axe, and dealt several 
blows at the sacred tree. There was heard a rushing 
sound in the tree-tops, and then the huge boughs 
bent and crackled, and the great oak split into four 
pieces, and the summer sunshine fell through the green 
leaves upon the grey head of the Christian Bishop. 
The pagans at once bowed before the mighty God of 
the Christians. S. Boniface built a chapel to S. Peter 
out of the wood of the oak. 

At this time he had been consecrated Archbishop of 
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Mainz, and he reckoned that he had made a hundred 
thousand converts. 

He lived to consecrate many Bishops to rule over 
the Church in Germany, and his one longing now was, 
that if God so willed it he might rest from his labours. 
He was seventy-five years of age when he determined 
upon going to Friesland to finish the work that Wiile- 
brord had begun there. Before he left, he had obtained 
permission for a Bishop, named Lull, to succeed him 
in the see of Mainz. Then, accompanied by a number 
of priests and deacons and laymen, he sailed down 
the Rhine, and at Utrecht was joined by Eoban, Wille- 
brord's successor in that see. They then advanced 
into Friesland, and for a time all went well. It was 
now the month of June, and the Festival of Whit- 
sunday was at hand. On the eve of that holy day 
Boniface had bade the newly baptized converts come 
to him to receive the sacred rite of Confirmation. 
The Christians had assembled to renew their recently 
made Baptismal vows, and to receive the sevenfold 
gifts of grace, when suddenly the pagans rushed upon 
them sword in hand. The Christians at first tried to 
resist; but S. Boniface knew that he should now die for 
Christ, which had been the ardent desire of his life. 

"Cease to fight, my children," he said, "let us not 
return evil for evil; the long-expected day has come; 
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trust in God, and He will save your souls." The pagans 
immediately fell on them, and fifty-two of them, in- 
cluding the saintly Archbishop, were put to death. 

Wheu S. Boniface saw that his hour was come, he 
took a volume of the Gospels, and made it a pillow for 
his head, and then stretched out his neck to receive 
the blow which was to take him to God. 

And so, literally resting on the Book of Life, the 
great Apostle of Germany died. 



June 11. 



s. 



BARNABAS, APOSTLE AND MARTYR. (A.D. 53.) 

The world's a room of sickness, where each heart 

Knows its own anguish and unrest. 
The truest wisdom here and noblest art 

Is his, who skills of comfort best. 

S. Barnabas was born at Cyprus, but was a Jew of 
the tribe of Levi, and his original name was Joses. 
He is supposed to have been one of the seventy 
disciples. We first hear of him bringing Paul to the 
Apostles, and then selling all that he had, and laying 
the money at the Apostles' feet ; and by them, in con- 
sequence of his great love and charity, he was called 
" Barnabas/' which means " the Son of Consolation." 
He was associated with S. Paul in a great many of 
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his missionar y journeys; and after that "sharp conten- 
tion" which separated the two Apostles, S. Barnabas 
took John, whose surname was Mark, with him to 
Cyprus, and the tradition of the Church is that he 
spent the remainder of his life there, and was stoned 
by the Jews at Salamis, after he had been disputing 
with them in the synagogue, and trying to convert 
them to the faith of Christ. It is said that when 
years afterwards his remains were discovered, a copy of 
the Gospel of S. Matthew was lying on his breast. 



June 17. 

8. ALBAN, PROTOMABTTB OF BRITAIN. 
Valiant soldier, protomartyr, 



(A.D. 303.) 



First of Britain's sons to die, 
Pagan ire and cries withstanding 

By the grace of God most high, 
By the strength of Him protected, 

Who in strength and power was nigh. 

S. Alban was a native of that town in Hertford- 
shire, now called by his name, S. Alban, but then 
called Verulam. 

He is said to have been educated in Rome ; but he 
had not been converted to Christianity, and was still a 
pagan, when during the persecution under Diocletian, 
which had extended to the shores of Britain, a Christian 
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priest took shelter from the fury of the soldiers, in 
Alban's house at Verulani, and the latter was so struck 
with his goodness and gentleness, that he desired to 
be instructed in the Christian faith, and afterwards 
received the grace of baptism. At last it became 
known that the priest was hiding in Alban's house, 
and soldiers were sent to search it. 

Alban, seeing their approach, sent the priest away in 
his own cloak, then dressing himself in the other's 
priestly garb, he stood before the soldiers. He was 
immediately taken before the governor, and was 
ordered to sacrifice to the gods, and was told if he 
refused he must die. 

"Know," said Alban, "that I am a Christian, and 
I will join only in the Christian worship." 

Then the governor, in his fury, ordered S. Alban to 
be scourged, hoping to shake his constancy by pain, 
but the martyr bore all joyfully for the sake of his 
Lord. So the decree went forth that he was to be 
beheaded. On his way to the place of execution he 
had to cross a river. " There," says Bede, " he saw a 
multitude of both sexes, and of every age and rank, 
assembled to see him die, and these so crowded the 
bridge, that he could not pass over it. The Saint, 
anxious to accomplish his martyrdom, drew near the 
stream, and the channel was dried up, making a way 
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for him to pass oyer. The man who was appointed 
to be his executioner saw this, went to meet the 
martyr, threw away his sword, and prayed to be 
allowed to suffer, either with S. Alban or in his stead. 
It was on a green hill covered with lovely flowers that 
S. Alban was to die the martyr's death. The Abbey of 
S. Alban's now stands upon the spot where his blood 
flowed. Another man was appointed to deal the fatal 
blow, and S. Alban, and the executioner who had 
thrown away his sword, were beheaded together." 

The priest who baptized S. Alban, and who was called 
" Amphibalus," from his cloak, is said to have escaped 
into Wales, and he has a shrine at S. Alban's Abbey. 



June 20. 

TRANSLATION OF S. EDWARD, KING AND MARTYR, 

Yet for their bones meek piety shall plead — 
Blest piety which honoureth the dead ! 
Though scattered far and wide, yet God's own eye 
Doth keep them that they perish not ; and when 
The promised hour shall come, their God again 
Shall gather them, and as He builds on high 
His habitation, each there moulded by his grace, 
Shall live and find a sure abiding-place. 

On the Feast of S, Edward, King and Martyr (March 
18), we have seen that Queen Elfrida ordered her 
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victim to be buried without the rites of the Church, in 
unconsecrated ground at Wareham. Three years after- 
wards the body was translated to Shaftesbury, and was 
interred there with great pomp. 



June 24. 

NATIVITY OF 8. JOHN BAPTIST. 

And Thou shalt go before Him, 

And shalt prepare His way 
As herald of repentance, 

The dawn before the day. 

We read the story of the birth of S. John the 
Baptist in the first chapter of S. Luke's Gospel. Both 
his father and mother were descended from the priestly 
race; and Zacharias was himself a priest of the course 
of Abijah, and was offering incense in the Temple at 
the very time that the angel Gabriel appeared to him, 
and told him that his wife Elizabeth should bear him 
a son, and that that son should be the messenger who 
was to go before the promised Messiah. 

Then comes the record of Zacharias' unbelief, and of his 
punishment. " Thou shalt be dumb until the day that 
these things shall be performed." We next hear of the 
birth of the Baptist, and of his circumcision on the 
eighth day, when, in obedience to the angel's command, 
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his father wrote, " His name is John ; and his mouth 
was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spake and 
praised God." 

It is always believed that S. John Baptist spent the 
greater part of his childhood in the company of the 
Blessed Virgin and the Holy Child ; but all we hear of 
him for thirty years is that " The child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, and was in the desert until the day of 
his showing forth unto Israel." 

In the wild and lonely wilderness, the forerunner of 
Christ prepared himself for his great mission, until the 
time came, when his voice called upon the people to 
repent, because the kingdom of heaven was at hand. 

So marvellous was his preaching that the Jews sent 
to ask him whether he was the Christ, or Elias, or one 
of the prophets. " And he confessed, and denied not, 
but confessed, I am not the Christ. He it is who, 
coming after me, is preferred before me. Then Jesus 
came to Jordan to John, to be baptized of him, and so 
to fulfil all righteousness." 

The Baptist's active work seems to have ended with 
the baptism of Jesus. He had made the way straight, 
and now a greater than he was to preach repentance: 
The Lamb of God, who was to take away the sins of the 
world, was to do His Father's work, to be the great 
Example as well as the great Atonement. 
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The Martyrdom of S. John the Baptist is com- 
memorated by the Church on the 29th of August. 
S. Augustine says, commenting on the feast of his 
nativity, " The Church usually celebrates the festivals 
of Saints on the days of their death, but the feast of 
S. John Baptist is excepted from this rule, because 
this Saint was sanctified in his mother's womb." 



June 29. 

S. PETER, APOSTLE AND MARTYR. 

He loves and weeps ; but more than tears 
Have sealed thy welcome and His love — 

One look lives in Him, and endears 
Crosses and wrongs where'er he rove. 

S. Andrew, when he had found the Messias, took his 
own brother Peter to Him, and then the two disciples 
seem to have returned to their usual occupation of 
fishermen. A year later, when the brothers were on 
the shores of the Lake of Galilee mending their nets, 
Jesus called them to follow Him, and they forsook all 
and obeyed His summons. S. Peter was then called 
Simon : it was Jesus Himself who gave him the name 
of "Cephas," which is, in the Greek, Peter — which 
means a stone. The Apostle's zeal and faith seem to 

II 
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have given him the first place amongst the Apostles, 
made him as it were their leader and their spokesman; 
it was his zeal that made him ask that he might walk 
to his Lord over the stormy sea; and when for an 
instant fear fell upon the brave spirit, and the Lord's 
loving, reproachful faith-voice said, " thou of little 
faith! wherefore didst thou doubt?" renewed faith 
and courage entered the Apostle's heart, and he con- 
fessed Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
And the Master said, "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar- 
Jona ; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in heaven." At the 
Last Supper it was S. Peter who made those repeated 
promises of fidelity always, even to prison and to death. 
" Lord, I will lay down my life for Thy sake," were the 
earnest, impulsive words spoken by the Apostle. And 
the sad answer was given, " Before the cock crow twice, 
thou shalt deny me thrice." 

A few hours later, and we find him, who would have 
died for his Lord, not able even to watch with Him for one 
hour, in the garden of Gethsemane; and before morn- 
ing came, the Lord's prediction was fulfilled — the ser- 
vant had denied his Master. The cock crew; the loving 
sorrowful look fell upon him who had said at that Last 
Supper : " Though I should die with Thee, yet I will 
not deny Thee." Peter went out and wept bitterly; 
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and tradition says that never again did he hear the cock 
crow, without shedding bitter tears. 

On the Resurrection morning the angel told the 
Maries to tell the disciples and Peter that their Lord 
was risen. Without that message, perhaps he who had 
denied his Master would not have dared to take part in 
the holy joy of the others. 

Then, on one of those forty days when Jesus was 
on earth before the Ascension, He drew forth from 
S. Peter that three-fold confession of love, which seemed 
to wash away the stain of the three-fold denial. 

The last we hear of him in the Gospels is our Lord's 
prediction of the manner of his death — " Another shall 
gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not." 

After the Ascension it is S. Peter who proposes to 
the other Apostles the election of another in place 
of the traitor, Judas; and he it is who, after the day of 
Pentecost, performed the first miracle, in the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth, on the lame man at the gate of the 
Temple. We hear of him afterwards in Samaria, and 
at Lydda, and at Joppa, and at Antioch; and the Church 
celebrates his miraculous deliverance from prison on 
the 1st of August. 

It was in the reign of the Emperor Nero that S. 
Peter, the Apostle of the Jews, and S. Paul, the Apostle 
of the Gentiles, were imprisoned in the Mamertine 
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prison, where they spent their time preaching to the 
prisoners, and baptizing those whom they had converted. 
The holy men were condemned to death; and here 
again it seems as though temptation assailed S. Peter: 
he desired to escape the cup of suffering which his 
Lord was so soon to offer him. 

The Christians in Rome urged him to escape. He 
would not listen to them at first; but at last, moved by 
their tears, he got over the wall of the prison, and was 
a free man. 

As he was going through the gate of the city, 
he met our Lord, all blood-stained and weary with the 
marks of the Passion on His brow, carrying His 
Cross. 

" Lord, whither goest Thou? 1 ' cried the astonished 
Apostle. 

" I go to Rome, to be crucified afresh," was the 
answer. 

S. Peter knew that his cowardice had brought this 
pain to his Lord, and he went back to the prison and 
gave himself into the custody of his keepers ; and when 
the day came when he was led to the top of the Vatican 
hill to die the shameful death by crucifixion, he entreated 
that he might be crucified with his head downwards, 
for he felt he was not worthy to die in the same pos- 
ture as his Lord had died. "Happy man," says S. 
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Chrysostom, "to be set in the readiest posture of 
travelling from earth to heaven." 

The bodies of SS. Peter and Paul are in the Church 
of S. Peter in Eome. S. Peter, as we have already 
seen (page 31), is supposed to have been the first 
to die. 



July 2. 

VI8ITATION OP THB BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. 

What can this congratulation, 
Meek she asks, forebode to me ? 

What this glorious salutation 
Of the King's own mother be ? 

To-day we commemorate the visit of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary to her cousin Elizabeth, which took 
place some three months after the Annunciation of the 
birth of the Redeemer. 

" Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill 
country with haste, and entered into the house of 
Zacharias and saluted Elizabeth." When Elizabeth 
saw her, she instantly greeted her as the future mother 
of the Saviour of the world. " Blessed art thou 
among women," she cried, " and blessed is the fruit of 
thy womb ; and whence is this to me, that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me ? n 
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Then the Blessed Virgin, in her joy and thankfulness, 
broke forth into that glad song of praise — that wonderful 
Magnificat, which from earliest ages has been the Vesper 
Hymn of the Western Church. 



July 4. 

translation of s. martin, bishop and confessor. 

(a.d. 473.) 

"The fathers are in dust, yet live to God," 
So says the truth ; as if the motionless clay 

Still held the seeds of life beneath the sod, 

Smouldering and struggling till the Judgment Day. 

After the death of S. Martin, in the year 397, his 
successor in the Bishopric of Tours, S. Britius, built a 
chapel over his tomb, in a little grove outside the 
walls of the city. 

More than seventy years afterwards (a.d. 473), S. 
Perpetuus, the sixth Bishop of Tours, built a beautiful 
church and monastery on the site of that little chapel, 
and translated the remains of S. Martin to a magni- 
ficent tomb behind the high altar. 
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July 15. 

TRANSLATION OP S. BWITHUN, BISHOP. (A.D. 971.) 

And must each shrine of simple state, 

In purer days devote 
To holy names yet consecrate, 

Where holy voices float, 
In dust beneath their feet be trod, 
Who make the people's voice a god ? 

S. Swithun was born in the kingdom of the West 
Saxons, and educated in the monastery attached to Win- 
chester Cathedral, of which he afterwards became Prior. 

In 838 he was consecrated Bishop of Winchester, 
and he was celebrated for his wisdom, self-denial, and 
charity. It is said of him " that he followed the path 
of peace and holiness, and thirsted after the fountain 
of life and eternal bliss." 

He it was who persuaded King Ethelwolf to 
assign to the Church the tithe, or tenth part of the 
lands of his kingdom. 

He died on the 2nd of July, 862, and was buried, at 
his own request, in a mean grave, on the north side of 
the church, where men might walk over his grave, and 
where the rain of heaven might fall on it. 

In the year 971 his remains were translated to a rich 
shrine inside the church ; but it is said that on the day 
appointed for the ceremony the most violent rain fell, and 
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continued for thirty-nine days, and so prevented the trans- 
lation of the Saint's remains for nearly six weeks. Hence 
the popular notion that if rain falls on S. Swithun's day, 
it is sure to fall, in a greater or less degree, for forty days. 



July 20. 

8. MARGARET, VIRGIN AND MARTYR. (a.D. 278.) 

In the place that first knew Christians, 

Was the Christian Virgin tried ; 
Tried by shame and tried by torture, 

Perfected and purified, 
For she knew of Jesus standing 

For her at the Father's side. 

S. Margaret is supposed to have suffered martyrdom 
at Antioch in Pisidia, during the last general persecu- 
tion ; and she has always been specially honoured in the 
Church, although very little is known about her. It is 
said that she was the daughter of a Christian priest, and 
that she was brought up in the faith of Christ by her 
nurse. She suffered martyrdom at Antioch, where the 
disciples were first called Christians, at the end of the 
third century. The name of Margaret signifies a pearl. 

S. Margaret is generally represented bearing a cross, 
and with it subduing a dragon; but this is purely alle- 
gorical — a sign that by the power of the Cross the holy 
maiden subdued the dragon of sin. 
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July 22. 

S. MAEY MAGDALENE. (a.D. 68.) 

The great Physician she pursues, 
Bearing the precious ointment cruse : 
And by His only word is she 
From manifold disease set free. 
With heart dissolved in penitence, 

And tears that flowed apace, she came, 
And piety of deed; — and thence 

She found the cure of sin and shame. 

The Churches of the East and West are at variance 
as to whether S. Mary Magdalene is the same person 
as Mary the sister of Lazarus, and the woman who 
was a sinner. The Western Church considers them to 
be one and the same person, whilst the Eastern 
Church has held them to be three distinct persons. 

It seems in any case that the Saint whom we com- 
memorate to-day had been a great sinner in her youth, 
and she knelt at the Feet of Jesus; and He, who came 
to seek and to save the lost, pardoned her many trans- 
gressions, because of her great love and contrition. 

She was, we know, at the foot of the Cross when our 
Blessed Lord was crucified; and she stood at the sepul- 
chre weeping, as angels watched the empty tomb; and 
when the others in their sadness and disappointment 
went away, she remained in the garden. Perhaps it 
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was some comfort to her, in her sorrow, to be near that 
place where His sacred limbs had rested. And as she 
waited, her Lord came to her. It was to the sinner that 
He first appeared, after He had conquered sin, and 
won eternal life for the penitent. 

The loving voice calls her by name. 

" Rabboni, Master !" is her answer. She knows that 
her Lord is risen indeed. 

S. Mary Magdalene is supposed to have lived at 
Ephesus, with the Blessed Virgin and S. John, and to 
have been buried there. 

The Greek Church considers her the equal of the 
Apostles, and in the first Prayer-Book of Edward VI. 
her Festival was observed in the English Church at a 
Red-letter Day. 



July 25. 

8. JAMBS THE GREAT, APOSTLE AND MARTYR. (a.D. 48.) 

For Thy dear sake his blood he poured, 
And drank of that same cop, O Lord, 
Which Thou, for ua a Victim slain, 
Didst once Thyself in pity drain. 

S. James is probably called "the Great" to dis- 
tinguish him from S. James the Less, the first Bishop 
of Jerusalem. He was one of the sons of Zebedee, 
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and the brother of S. John the Divine. His mother 
Salome had asked Jesus that her two sons might sit, 
the one on His right hand, and the other on His left, in 
His kingdom. For answer, He had told her that 
this gift was not His, as man, to give, but that it 
should be given to them for whom it was prepared of 
the Father; but He prophesied that they should drink 
of His cup of suffering, and be baptized with His 
baptism. 

We hear very little of S. James in the Gospels, 
except that, with SS. Peter and John, he was the con- 
stant companion of our Lord, and was with Him on 
the mount of Transfiguration. 

After the Ascension he went out into the world to 
preach the Gospel, and the Spaniards claim him as the 
apostle who first planted the Cross in Spain. He was 
the first of the Apostles to suffer martyrdom; but all we 
hear of his death is told us in the Epistle for the day. 
"Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex 
certain of the Church, and he killed James, the brother 
of John, with the &word." 

Eusebius narrates that his meekness and gentleness 
so moved the man who had been his chief accuser, that 
he, too, professed himself a Christian, and they were led 
out to die together. As they went, the man asked 
S. James to forgive him. "Peace be with thee," 
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answered the Apostle ; then they were beheaded to- 
gether, the one receiving the baptism of blood, the 
other drinking the cup for which he had prayed. 



July 26. 

8. ANNE, MOTHER OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MART. 

Mother, from whose bosom's veil 
Fell the star of Israel, 
Whence was kindled, pure and bright, 
Judah's everlasting Light, 

Shining through the shadows dim 

From the stall of Bethlehem. 

Mother of the royal line, 
Count the life-tale down to thine, 
Kings and queens of regal shoot 
Spring from Jesse's parent root. 

Count no more, — the swelling list 

Ends in the Eternal Christ. 

Nothing is really known of the parents of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, except that their names were 
S. Joachim and S. Anne; they were both descended 
from the royal line of Judah, and they were both old, 
when the great honour was given them of being the 
parents of her who was to be the Mother of the 
Incarnate God. 



August 1 

LAMMAS DAY, OR THE CHAINS OF S. PETER. 

How blessed is the force of prayer : 

Eager for Peter's fate, 
Thy soldiers, Herod, bound him fast, 

And watch'd before the gate. 

But Jesus has His soldiers, too ; 

They also vigils keep ; 
They watch to prayer, while Peter rests 

In faith composed in sleep. 

And Jesus other soldiers has ; 

Responsive to the call 
Of prayer His holy angels come, 

Sent by the Lord of all. 

Prayer brought an angel down from heaven ; 

Sentries and bars are vain ; 
With heavenly light the prison shines, 

Unlocked is Peter's chain. 

The English name of this day is a corruption of 
" Loaf-mass," from its being a feast of thanksgiving for 
the first fruits of the harvest, when bread made of 
the new wheat was offered at the mass. 

This day has also long been kept in memory of the 
miraculous deliverance of S. Peter from prison. 

The Apostle lay bound in his dungeon, the soldiers 
on each side of him, sentries at the door; and, in spite of 
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all this vigilance, God's own messenger — a bright angel 
— passed in unperceived, a light shone in the dark cell, 
S. Peter's chains were loosed, and he followed his 
angel-guide, thinking that he was in a dream. 

When they had passed the iron gate of the city, the 
angel left him, and then the Apostle knew that the Lord 
had delivered him out of the hands of his enemies, and 
he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John, whose 
surname was Mark, where the disciples were praying, 
— probably for him and for his deliverance; for we read 
that, when he was put into prison, " Prayer was made 
without ceasing of the Church unto God for him." 



August 6. 

THE TRANSFIGURATION OP OUR LORD. 

If ever on the Mount with Thee 

I seem to soar in vision bright, 
With thoughts of coming agony 

Stay Thou the too presumptuous flight ; 
Gently along the vale of tears 

Lead me from Tabor's sunbright steep, 
Let me not grudge a few short years 

With Thee toward heaven to walk and weep. 

This Festival has long been kept in the Eastern and 
Western Church in memory of the Transfiguration of 
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our Blessed Lord on Mount Tabor, when He took 
S. Peter and S. James and S. John with Him, and was 
transfigured before them, and His face did shine as the 
sun, and His raiment was white as the light; and 
Moses and Elias appeared, and talked with Him, and 
a cloud appeared, and a voice out of the cloud said, — 
" This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased : 
hear ye Him." 

The Transfiguration has been called by some of the 
early fathers "The Sacrament of the Eesurrection. ,, 
It took place immediately after our Lord had told His 
disciples of the sufferings which He should soon be 
called upon to endure. 

S. Jerome says: — " After the Confirmation of the 
Cross the glory of the Resurrection is shown them, 
that they might not fear the reproach of the Cross, 
who had seen with their eyes the glory of the future 
Resurrection." 
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August 7. 

THE HOLT NAME OF JESUS. 

Jesus ! the very thought is sweet ! 
In that dear Name all heart- joys meet; 
But sweeter than the honey, far. 
The glimpses of His presence are. 

No word is sung more sweet than this ; 
No name is heard more full of bliss : 
No thought bringB sweeter comfort nigh, 
Than Jesus, Son of God most high. 

No tongue of mortal can express, 
No letters write, its blessedness : 
Alone who hath thee in Sis heart 
Knows, love of Jesus, what thou art, 

Tbe Festival of the Holy Name of Jesus was kept 
in the English Church long before the Keformation ; 
but up to the end of the fifteenth century it was ob- 
served on the same day as the Feast of the Trans- 
figuration. Parts of S. Bernard's beautiful hymn, 
" Jesu, the very thought is sweet," used to be sung at 
the celebration of Holy Communion. The special object 
of the Festival seems to have been, to bring before the 
faithful, the holiness of that Name, at which every 
knee should bow — that Name, in the strength of which 
the Apostles cast out devils, and the martyrs suffered 
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and died, and in which we fight, and through which 

we hope to conquer. 

We follow Jesus now, and raise 
The voice of prayer, the hymn of praise, 
That He at last may make us meet 
With Him to gain the heavenly seat. 



August 10. 

8. LAURENCE, DEACON AND MARTYR. (a.D. 258.) 

Who are these thy feet around, 
Poor and needy, halt and bound ? 
'Tie the treasure thou dost hoard, 
Holy deacon, for thy Lord. 

It is supposed that S. Laurence was a native of 
Spain. In the persecution of Valerian, the Bishop of 
Eome, Sixtus, was arrested. Laurence, his Arch- 
deacon, a young man, wept bitterly as he saw his 
master led away to the block. " Why dost thou leave 
me, O my father?" he cried. " Should the priest go 
to the sacrifice without his attendant deacon ? " 

Sixtus turned to him and said, " Thou shalt soon 
come after me — cease to weep; in three days thou shalt 
follow me;" that day the saintly Bishop won the 
crown of martyrdom. 

I 
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It was found by the pagans that Laurence was the 
keeper of the treasure of the Church, and he was told 
to bring it forward. 

He asked to be allowed a day, in which to collect it, 
and during that time he went about the city ; and into 
the poorest quarters of it, and he got together the 
beggars, and the halt, and maimed, and blind. 

He appeared before the judge, followed by this 
strange crowd. 

" These," he said, " are the riches of the Church; for 
what greater riches has Jesus than these, in whom He 
loves to be seen ? " 

He was ordered to be put to death by the most 
cruel torture. He was stretched on a bed formed of 
iron bars, after the fashion of a gridiron; a fire was 
lighted underneath it, and there he was slowly roasted 
alive. 

He suffered with wonderful fortitude, his eyes fixed 
on the deep-blue Italian sky, his lips moving in prayer. 

Three days after the martyrdom of the Bishop, his 
deacon was united to him in that blessed rest, where, 
beneath the Golden Altar, they wait for the more 
perfect consummation of their bliss. 
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August 24. 

S. BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE AND MARTTR. (A.D. 71.) 

Behold an Israelite indeed, 

In whom no guile is found ; 
For such was blest Nathaniel's meed, 

Ere yet with glory crowned ! 

Now he who once, in bending awe, 

Beneath the fig-tree prayed, 
Sees greater things than then he saw, 

In highest heaven displayed. 

S. Bartholomew is supposed to be that Israelite 
whose name was Nathaniel, and of whom Jesus said, 
when he saw him sitting under the fig-tree, that " in 
him was no guile;" but although the reasons in favour 
of this assumption are very strong, there are some 
equally strong ones against it. 

It is in any case believed that the Apostle was of 
noble birth, and that hence arose that strife amongst 
the brethren, of which we read in to-day's Gospel, as 
to which of them should be accounted the greatest. 

The tradition of the Church respecting S. Bartho- 
lomew is, that he evangelized Northern India, leaving 
there, a Hebrew copy of S. Matthew's Gospel. 

He preached in Hierapolis in Syria, and carried the 
li^ht of the Gospel into Armenia ; he suffered martyr- 

I 2 
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dom at Albana, on the shores of the Caspian Sea, where 
he is supposed to have been flayed alive. 



August 28. 

S. AUGUSTINE, BISHOP of HIPPO, CONFESSOR AND 

DOCTOR. (A.D. 430.) 

For thy sick soul, by baptism's seal relieved, 

Deep in ber brackish founts the all-healing cross received. 

This great Saint and doctor of the Church was born 
at Tagaste, in Northern Africa, a.d. 354. His father's 
name was Patricius; his mother was that good and holy 
S. Monica, of whom we hear so much in connection 
with her son's history. 

The young Augustine was educated at Carthage, and 
there he was corrupted by the Manichaean heresy, 
which, however, did not satisfy him ; he led a wild 
dissolute life, and his mother wept bitterly over the 
errors of her dearly loved son. 

In time he went to Rome, and there became involved 
in other systems of philosophy, but, with all this, he 
was not happy; there was that in the young man's 
heart which thirsted for some better, holier knowledge 
than he had yet found. 

His mother one day went to a holy Bishop, and told 
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hini her trouble about her son. " Go away," he said, 
"and pray, and God bless thee; the son of so many 
tears shall not be lost." 

After Augustine had been at Rome for some years, 
he went to Milan. His father was dead; and his 
mother, his friend Alypius, and his brother Navigus 
accompanied him thither. 

There S. Augustine fell under the gentle influence 
of S. Ambrose; he attended his sermons, and at last 
resolved to quit the Manichseans and to become a 
catechumen. 

But he could not quite make up his mind to 
give up the errors of his former life. In his own " Con- 
fessions," he says that at that time his prayer was: 
"Lord, make me holy, but not now. When Thou, 
Lord, saidst unto me, ' Wake, thou that sleepest, and 
rise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light,' 
1 could but give the slow and sleepy answer, ' Pre- 
sently — wait a while/ though that presently was never 
present, and that while became long." 

One day a friend had been telling him of the suffer- 
ings of the martyrs, which so affected him that he said 
to his friend Alypius — 

" What ! shall men like these, poor and weak, and 
ignorant, enter into the kingdom of heaven, whilst we, 
with all our learning and all our powers, are going to 
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hell 1 Why do we not mend our lives at once? Why 
not to-day, this very hour?" 

He went out into the garden and threw himself upon 
the ground, in an agony of shame, and Alypius joined 
him there, bringing with him a scroll, which contained 
one of the Epistles of S. Paul. 

Augustine could not bear the presence of his friend, 
he walked away, and sought shelter and solitude beneath 
the shade of a fig-tree. 

Could he give up his present life of self-indulgence, 
and enforce upon himself the strict discipline which 
had won eternal life, alike for the monks in the desert, 
and the martyrs at the stake ? 

At that moment he heard a child's voice singing, 
"Take up and read; take up and read." 

He returned to the bower in which he had left 
Alypius, and opening the scroll he read, "Not in 
rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and 
wantonness, not in strife and envying: but put ye on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the 
flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof." 

In that moment Augustine resolved to lead a new 
life. He hastened to his mother to tell her his decision, 
and so at last the son of so many tears and prayers was 
not lost. 

Very soon after this S. Augustine was baptized by 
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S. Ambrose, and tradition says that on that occasion 
there broke out from their joyous, thankful hearts, the 
words of the triumphant Te Deum. 

S. Monica, after having been granted her "heart's 
desire," was called to her rest. S. Augustine, in his 
Confessions, asks all who read them to remember his 
mother, and his father, Patricius, at the holy altar. 

The Saint stayed a year or two in Home; then he 
and his friend Alypius retired to Tagaste, where they 
spent their time in writing and in religious exercises. 

In the year 391 S. Augustine was ordained priest, and 
formed a monastery at Hippo, where he and Alypius 
lived with the brethren, 

Valerius, the aged Bishop of Hippo, entreated that 
Augustine might be consecrated as his coadjutor; 
troublous times were coming upon Northern Africa. 

In the year 423 the Vandals crossed the Straits 
of Gibraltar, and after a time laid siege to Hippo. 
S. Augustine was attacked by fever, which he knew 
must prove fatal. 

In his last hours he begged to be left in solitude, and 
repeated the penitential psalms with many tears, and 
had them fixed on the wall opposite his bed. 

He died on the 20th of August, a.d. 430, in his 
seventy-seventh year. 
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August 29. 

BEHEADING OF S. JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

Who keeps his birthday-feast to-night, 

With festal mirth and flowing wine ? 
The night is His, who will requite ; 

The birthday, cruel king, is thine. 

The Baptist lies in bonds beneath, 
While sounds the laugh, the oath quick-sworn ; 

He sees, beyond the walls of death, 
The Feast of God, the Virgin-born. 

S. John the Baptist had rebuked Herod boldly, 
because he had married Herodias, his brother's wife. 
For that reason he was cast into prison; and when, 
on the king's birthday, Herodias' daughter danced 
before him and pleased him, he swore to give her 
whatever she chose to ask of him. 

And she, at her mother's bidding, asked for the head 
of the Baptist. 

The request was granted: the king sent and be- 
headed the Saint in prison; and the disciples came and 
laid his body in a tomb, and went and told Jesus. 

The preacher of repentance died a martyr for the 
cause of right. 
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September 1. 

S. GILES, ABBOT AND CONFESSOR. (a.D. 724.) 

O Je8U, Crown above the sky, 
Thou everlasting Truth most high, 
Who didst to Thy Confessor give 
Reward with those that ever live. 

Nothing is known about the early life of S. Giles; 
but when he was an old man he lived in a forest near 
Nismes, in Provence. 

The story told of him is, that one day Childebert, 
King of the Franks, was hunting in the forest, when a 
doe was started, and fled for refuge into a cave, an 
arrow being sent after it. 

The hunters found their way into the cave, and 
there found a grand-looking old man, with white hair, 
sheltering the poor frightened thing, the arrow having 
pierced the hermit's own shoulder. The old man had 
lived long in this solitary place, upon the milk of this 
white doe. 

The king caused the wound to be dressed, and 
often went to see S. Giles, and at last built him a 
monastery on the site of the cave, where he ruled 
gently and mercifully as " Giles the Abbot. " 

The Abbey of S. Giles became one of the great 
pilgrim-shrines of the middle ages. 
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September 7. 

8. ENURCHUS, BISHOP AND CONFESSOR. (a.D. 340.) 

Jesu, Redeemer, the renown 
Of prelates, and their deathless crown, 
.To-day, O Lord, an ear benign 
To these our orisons incline. 

It is impossible to say how S. Enurchus (more 
correctly, Evurtius) found a place in the Calendar of 
the English Church. We know, however, that he 
must have been a Saint who loved and served God 
faithfully, though nothing reliable regarding him can 
be found. 

He is said, to have been appointed Bishop of 
Orleans in the fourth century, and to have built a 
church there in honour of the Holy Cross, he having 
obtained some of its precious fragments from Con- 
stantine. 



September 8. 

NATIVITY OF THE BLBSSED VIRGIN MART. 

As when the sun with glorious ray 

Resplendent drives all shades away, 
So, Holy Virgin, in thy breast 
No gloom of hateful sin might rest. 
Op the early years of the Blessed Virgin nothing is 
really known; but, because of the part she bore in the 
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great Mystery of the Incarnation, the Church has set 
apart a day for the commemoration of her Nativity. 

We know that the young life in that quiet home at 
Nazareth must have been a very pure and blameless 
one ; for the words of the Angel Gabriel to the lowly 
Jewish maiden were, " Thou hast found favour with 
God." 

Of her after-life, too, we hear but very little. 

The Holy Gospels tell us of the Annunciation and 
the Visitation, of the flight into Egypt, of the marriage 
feast at Cana, and that is all. Then comes the 
sweet, pathetic story of the Blessed Virgin-Mother at 
the foot of the Cross, watching the dying Agony of 
her dearly loved Son. 

At the command of the Saviour, the Apostle S. John 
received her into his care, and, acting the tender part 
of a* son, led her away from that sad vigil, where the 
sword was piercing through her soul, to his own 
house. 

She was one of that little company, who, after the 
Resurrection and Ascension, waited for the coming of 
the Holy Ghost in the upper room at Jerusalem. 

After this we hear no more of her who was the 
mother of the Incarnate God. 

But tradition says that S. John did not leave Jeru- 
salem until after her death. 
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September 14. 

THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS. 

Hail the sign, the sign of Jesus, 

Bright and royal Tree ! 
Standard of the Monarch planted 

First on Calvary ! 

In the year 614, Chosroes, King of the Persians, 
conquered Jerusalem, and carried away the sacred 
Cross, which was kept in a richly jewelled case, and 
which the Persians thought was the Christians , God, 

After very hard fighting, Heraclius, the Roman 
Emperor, who was a Christian, defeated the army of 
Chosroes, and followed the Persians into their own 
country. 

The king soon after this died in a dungeon; and 
his son and successor made peace with Heraclius, one 
of the conditions being, that the Holy Cross should 
be returned to the Christians. 

Fourteen years after its removal from Jerusalem, it 
was carried by Heraclius up the mountain, where Jesus 
had borne it six centuries before. 

The legend says that the emperor was covered with 
gold and precious stones ; and the more he tried to 
advance up the steep ascent of Calvary, the more he 
seemed to be held back. Then the Patriarch 
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Zacharias said to him, " emperor, clad with these 
ornaments of triumph, you do not sufficiently imitate 
the poverty of Jesus Christ — the humility with which 
he carried His Cross." 

Heraclius took off his gorgeous robes, and, simply 
and poorly clad, he walked up the Sorrowful Way 
without any difficulty, and placed the Cross in the 
church which had been built on the site of the Holy 
Sepulchre. 

The sacred wood was taken out of its case, and 
lifted up before the people; hence this Festival is called 
"The Exaltation of the Holy Cross." 

In the year 635 Heraclius took the Cross to Con- 
stantinople, foreseeing the speedy destruction of Jeru- 
salem, which really occurred in 637. 

The Eastern Church on this day commemorates that 
wondrous appearance to Constantino, the day before 
he was to give battle to his enemies. 

He was not then a Christian; but as he drew near to 
the gates of Rome, where his enemy, Maxentius, was 
encamped, he called upon the Christian's God ; and 
about the hour of noon, he saw a bright cross in the 
sky, and upon it was written in Greek letters, " In 
this conquer." 

In the night our Lord appeared to him, and bade 
him take the Cross,, as his standard, into battle. 
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Constantino obeyed, and was victorious, Maxentius 
being drowned crossing the Tiber. 



September 17. 

8. LAMBERT, BISHOP AND MARTYR. (A.D. 709.) 

Year by year our joyful stories 

To the Holy Church be told, 
How he died a Martyr glorious, 

Prelate wise, Confessor bold ; 
How he reigns in heaven, victorious, 

Robed in white, with crown of gold. 

S. Lambert was born in the city of Maestricht, of 
noble parents, and, after having been ordained deacon 
and priest, he was very anxious to be a missionary, and 
to go into distant countries and convert the heathen ; 
but the Bishop of Maestricht died, and Lambert was 
elected to fill his place, and thought it his duty to 
give up the cherished wish of his life. 

When Childeric II. died, a.d. 673, Lambert, who 
was known to be his friend, was driven from his see, 
and retired to the Monastery of Stavelot, where he 
spent seven years in strict monastic obedience. As an 
instance of this, it is told of him, that one night in 
winter he was rising to perform his devotions, and he 
let fall his wooden shoe. 

The Abbot heard the noise, and ordered that the 
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culprit should go and pray at the foot of the wooden 
cross, which stood in the open air before the Church 
door. The Bishop went out barefooted and in his hair 
shirt; in this attire he knelt, praying before the 
cross, for three or four hours. 

When the monks were warming themselves at the fire 
after matins, the Abbot inquired if they were all there. 
The answer was, that the one who had been sent to 
pray at the cross had not yet returned. The Abbot 
ordered that he should be called; and when he saw 
who it was, whom he had thus punished, he fell down 
at the Bishop's feet and asked his pardon. 

"God forgive you," answered Lambert, who was 
covered with snow and almost frozen, " for thinking 
you stand in need of pardon for this action. As for 
myself, is it not in cold and nakedness that, according 
to S. Paul, I am to tame my flesh and serve God?" 

In the year 681, S. Lambert was recalled to his 
diocese. He at once began to preach the gospel 
amongst the poor of the dreary marshy country. 

A hill near the Meuse was long pointed out as the 
place where the holy Bishop used to sit, and teach his 
flock the lessons of the Christian life. 

About a.d. 709 Lambert's relations resented some 
invasion of lands belonging to his see, and two members 
of a noble family were put to death. Their relations 
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in their turn resolved on revenge, and hearing that the 
Bishop was at Liege, they followed him thither. 

Matins had just been sung, and Lambert was resting. 
The golden sun was rising over the hills, and the 
birds were singing their glad carol to the opening day, 
when a band of armed men entered S. Lambert's room. 
He grasped his sword, and went forward to meet them ; 
but the next minute he threw it away, and forbade his 
nephews, who had come to his rescue, to fight for him. 

"If you love me truly," he said, "love Jesus Christ, 
and confess your sins to Him. As for me, it is time that 
I go and live with Him." 

His enemies rushed upon him and killed him, and 
then put all his attendants to death. 



September 21. 

S. MATTHEW, APOSTLE, EVANGELIST, AND MARTYR 

Thus the heart engrossed in riches 

Turned to treasure all unknown ; 
Thus the Master, when He willed it, 

Drew with cords of love His own ; 
Friend of publicans and sinners 

To the publican was shown. 

A publican was the name given to the Eoman tax- 
gatherer. These tax-gatherers were very often men of 
high station in their own countries; but they employed 
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agents in the Roman provinces to do their work, and 
it is probably to this latter class that S. Matthew 
belonged. He is also called Levi, and was the son of 
Alphaeus. 

One day he was sitting at the receipt of custom, 
and Jesus called him. "Follow Me," said the gentle 
Voice ; and Matthew left his riches and the hope of 
earthly gain to follow the Lord of glory, who on 
earth had no place where to lay His sacred Head. 

After the dispersion of the Apostles, S. Matthew 
went to Chaldea, and is thought to have suffered 
martyrdom there; but the manner of his death is un- 
certain. His Gospel is supposed to have been written 
by him in Hebrew for the Jewish Christians; but the 
Greek version is doubtless his own work, and is by far 
the most authentic. 



September 26. 

S. CYPRIAN, ARCHBISHOP AND MARTYR. (a.D. 258.) 

Sing we how, for naught esteeming 

Tyrants' rage, a Prelate dies ; 
How the murderer's weapon gleaming, 

Altar's sanctity defies ; 
How the Martyr's life-blood streaming, 

Mingled with the sacrifice. 

Thascios Cyprian was born at Carthage about the 
middle of the third century. He spent the greater 
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part of his life as a heathen. An aged priest, named 
C&cilian, converted and baptized him, and taught him 
the great truths of the Christian faith. Not long 
after his baptism he was ordained Priest, and soon 
after, his learning and wisdom and great charity had 
so endeared him to the people that (the Bishop of 
Carthage dying) they insisted upon raising him to the 
Episcopate. His election was violently opposed by 
some priests who were jealous of him. 

After a time the Decian persecution broke out, and 
Cyprian saved his life by retiring to the country. 

He returned to Carthage after Easter of the year 
251 ; and soon afterwards a violent pestilence broke 
out in the city, during which the Bishop with his own 
hands ministered to the poor plague-stricken creatures 
who were lying neglected in the streets of the city. 
He made no distinction between Christians and 
heathens, and during this time of grievous sickness he 
gained many converts to the faith of Christ. 

The African Church was now outwardly at rest ; but 
there were vexed and burning questions within its pale, 
which S. Cyprian settled with much wisdom and 
prudence. 

In the year 257 a fierce persecution under Valerian 
began. 

S. Cyprian appeared before the pro-consul 
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"I am a Christian and a Bishop," he said, when 
questioned as to his faith. " I know no other gods 
than the true God alone. He is the God whom we 
serve — we and other Christians — and to whom we pray, 
day and night, for ourselves and for all men — even for 
emperors." 

For this noble confession S. Cyprian was banished 
to the town of Cinubis, about fifty miles from Car- 
thage. 

He remained in this place, in a villa surrounded by 
pleasant shady groves, for about eleven months; then 
he knew that the time had come when God willed 
that he should suffer ; so he went back to Carthage, 
and was at once arrested. 

Meantime the Christians watched and prayed in the 
streets, and when morning dawned the Bishop once 
more stood before the judge. 

He was asked a great many questions, and boldly 
confessed his faith. 

" Thou must expiate thy crime with thy blood," was 
his final sentence; and when. the Bishop heard the 
words he exclaimed, fervently, " God be thanked." 

"Let us die with him!" exclaimed the Christians; 
and doubtless the prayer of many of them was granted 
before long. 

The martyr was led out to his doom, 
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The bright September sun was shining overhead, 
and the blue waters of the Mediterranean sparkled in 
the distance. The beauty of the scene seemed to speak 
of yet greater loveliness, which should soon be revealed 
to him. 

When he reached the place of his execution, he 
knelt down and prayed earnestly. Then he bound his 
own eyes, and extended his hands to a priest and deacon 
who stood near, that they might tie them together. 

The sword flashed before his eyes, the sobs of his 
sorrowing flock sounded in his ears ; but a smile was on 
the aged face, as the grey head fell forward, and Cyprian 
Bishop of Carthage, went to his own true home. 

The writings of S. Cyprian are even at this distant 
day highly valued in the Church. 



September 29. 

8. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS. 

Fair creatures, beautiful and bright, 

They do the will of God on high, 
His ministers to us on earth, 

Unseen their white wings gliding by. 

The holy angels are commemorated by the Church 
from a certainty of their communion with the saints, 
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and of their ministrations, as messengers of God, to the 
children of men. 

" Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who- shall be heirs of salvation?" are 
the words of S. Paul; and again the same Holy 
Apostle says, "Ye are come unto Mount Sion, and to 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem 
and to an innumerable company of angels, the general 
assembly and Church of the first born." We hear of 
the ministration of angels in the Old Testament; and 
in the New Testament we read that the birth of our 
dear Lord was announced by an angel, and that more 
than once during His earthly ministry were these' 
blessed messengers from His Father's house allowed to 
minister to and comfort Him, and He speaks of their 
joy over penitent sinners. It has always been held by 
Christians that angels stand round the font at holy 
baptism, and are at the altar at the celebration of Holy 
Communion; and that as Lazarus was the object of 
their loving care, so in sickness and in death they 
watch round the bed of the faithful sufferer, and speed 
his soul to Christ's own Paradise. 
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September 30. 

8. jerome, priest, confessor, and doctor. 

(a.d. 420.) 

And down the changing yean of time, 
Unchanging comes the faith sublime. 

S. Jerome was born in the year 331, at a little 
village called Stridon, on the confines of Dalmatia 
and Croatia, where a small house is still shown as the 
place of his birth. He was educated as a lawyer at 
Rome. His parents were Christians, and he had been 
baptized ; but he seems to have led a somewhat wild 
life in the imperial city. From Eome he went to 
Treves and other places on the Moselle; it was here 
that he was seized with serious illness, and made 
acquaintance with Rufinus; and these two circum- 
stances changed the whole course of his life. 

He afterwards journeyed to Antioch; there he was 
again laid up by sickness, and one day, after he had 
been reading Cicero, he fell asleep, and dreamed that 
he stood before the throne of God. 

" Who art thou 1 " asked the Judge. 

" A Christian, " answered Jerome. 

" Thou liest," was the stern answer ; " thou art a 
Ciceronian." 
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When Jerome recovered consciousness, he made ujv 
his mind to put aside his heathen books and to devote 
his whole time and thoughts to the subject of religion. 

He was afterwards ordained Priest, but he thought 
himself so unworthy that it was very long before he 
could be persuaded to exercise the priestly office. 

He afterwards visited Constantinople and Rome; 
and then he returned to Palestine, where he lived a 
life of singular austerity, and, with all his great learning, 
gave up much of his time to teaching children. 

S. Paula, a holy widow, whom he had instructed, 
with a band of holy women, joined the Saint at 
Bethlehem, and there founded two monasteries — one 
for S. Jerome and his brethren, the other for herself 
and the nuns who lived with her. 

S. Jerome spent his time in fasting, prayer, and 
writing. His greatest work was the translation of the 
Holy Scriptures into Latin, which is known by the 
name of the Latin Vulgate.. 

He has always been esteemed the most learned and 
eloquent of the Latin Fathers. The circumstances of 
his death are unknown. He was buried in a cave at 
Bethlehem, and his body is said to have been trans- 
mitted to Borne in the thirteenth century. 
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October 1. 

8. REMIGIUS, BISHOP. (A.D. 593.) 

Hid are the saints of God ; 

Uncertified by high angelio sign, 
Nor raiment soft, nor empire's golden rod, 

Marks them divine. 

S. Ebmigius, often called S. Bemi, Apostle or patron 
of France, was born at his father's ancestral castle of 
Laon in Gaul. 

When he was very young, he left his home, 
and lived a life of solitude and fasting and prayer ; 
he was made Bishop of Rheims in the twenty-third 
year of his age, and was afterwards elected Primate of 
GauL 

The Franks, a people from the east of the Rhine, 
had invaded Gaul ; and they and their king, Clovis, 
were pagans. Clothild, his queen, however, was a 
Christian, and she earnestly prayed for her husband's 
conversion. 

When their eldest son was born, she insisted that he 
should be baptized; the child died, and Clovis, in his 
ignorance, attributed his death to the fact of his having 
been made a Christian. 

Clothild said, when her little one was taken from her, 
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" I thank God that He has thought me worthy to hear 
a child, whom He has called to His kingdom." 

A second son was horn to the royal pair, and he was 

# baptized hy the name of Clodomir. He, too, fell ill, 

and was at the point of death, hut God spared his life ; 

and Clovis's heart was touched hy his wife's goodness 

and gentleness. 

His army was soon after this engaged in a desperate 
battle. The fates seemed to he against him ; all hope of 
success was gone; and the king fell on his knees and 
cried, "0 Jesus Christ, whom Clothild calls the Son of 
the living God, if Thou wilt give me victory over 
my enemies, I will believe in Thee, and be baptized 
in Thy name." 

He was victorious, and he kept his vow ; he was 
received into the Church by S. Remigius, and on the 
following Christmas-day three thousand of his people 
were baptized at Bheims by the saintly Bishop. 

At the font, S. Eemigius said to the king, "Bend thy 
head in meekness, Sicambrian ; adore what thou hast 
hitherto burnt, and burn what thou hast hitherto 
adored." 

There is a legend connected with the baptism of 
Clovis, which says that a white dove brought down 
some chrism from heaven, which was always used 
at the anointing of the French kings. 
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October 6. 

8. FAITH, VIKOIN AND MARTYR. (a.D. 290.) 

Now knowest thou that blestedness, while o'er 
Heaven's multitudinous voices there doth soar 
In sweetness singing, while the Bridegroom's brow 
Shines o'er thee, singing through the eternal Now. 

S. Faith was a little Christian maiden, living, 
during the time of the persecution under Maximian, 
in the city of Agen, in Aquitaine. 

One day, Dacian, the governor of Gaul, came to 
A gen; and Faith was brought before him and ques- 
tioned as to her religion. 

Bravely the girl answered, looking with fearless 
eyes into her judge's face, — "From a child I have 
served the Lord Jesus Christ with all my heart, and 
have confessed His name." 

She was asked her name, and she said, " My name 
is Faith, and I try to be like my name." 

Dacian tried in vain to persuade her to sacrifice to 
the heathen goddess Diana; and when she refused to 
do his bidding, he was so angry that he bade her pre- 
pare for instant death, and she was stretched on a fire on 
a brazen grate, with her hands and feet tied to four posts. 

She bore it all without a murmur, for she longed to 
die for Christ's dear sake, . Her sufferings were over 
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at last, and tradition says that a heavy fall of snow 
veiled her childish limbs as she lay on the burning 
bed, and the shower only ceased when she was dead. 

It is said, too, that there was a priest named Caprais, 
who watched the girl-martyr from afar, who had not had 
the courage to obey the governor's orders, and surrender 
himself as a Christian. When he saw her faith and 
constancy, he too confessed his belief in the Saviour of 
the world; and so, through the bright example of 
S. Faith, Caprais, the poor weak trembling priest, won 
the crown of martyrdom. 



October 9. 

S. DENtS, BISHOP AND MARTYR. 

Glorious King of martyrs, 

Thy Confessors' prize ; 
Who to heaven art leading 

Those who earth despise. 

S. Deny8, or Dionysius, the Areopagite, is sup- 
posed to have been that man of Athens who was 
converted by the preaching of S. Paul (Acts xvii., 34). 
He is said by the Early Church historians to have been 
the first Bishop of Athens, and to have suffered 
martyrdom there. 
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This Saint is often supposed to have been the same 
as S. Denys, the Apostle of France, but the latter was, 
according to the most authentic accounts, sent to Paris 
a.d. 253, and there he and his companions, Rusticus 
and Eleutherius, were beheaded on what is now called 
Montmartre, "The Martyrs' Mount," a.d. 272. 
S. Denys had before this been consecrated Bishop of 
Paris. 

The Saint, however, whom we commemorate to-day, 
is called in the Ancient Martyrologies " The Areo- 
pagite," and is consequently the Athenian converted 
by S. Paul's preaching. 



October 13. 

S. EDWARD, KING AND CONFESSOR. (a.D. 1065.) 

A crown of justice wore he here ; 

But, gleaming with far brighter gem, 
Upon his forehead shall appear 

The heavenly shining diadem. 

Edward the Confessor was the son of Ethelred, 
brother of Edward the Martyr; and, because of the fierce 
invasion of the Danes, he and his mother and his young 
brother were sent to Normandy, the queen's native 
country. The chequered life of Edward is a matter of 
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English history. It was during his troubles that he made 
a vow to go on a pilgrimage to the tombs of SS. Peter 
and Paul at Borne ; and when he came to the throne 
he was anxious to fulfil his vow, but his nobles per- 
suaded him to give up the idea, and asked the Pope to 
release him from his promise. The release was granted 
on condition that the King should found a monastery 
in honour of S. Peter. He gladly consented to this, 
and the new church and monastery which he built and 
endowed are no other than our own Westminster 
Abbey. 

On the Festival of the Holy Innocents, a.d. 1066, 
the beautiful buildings were consecrated, but the 
saintly King was too ill to be present, and died on the 
eve of the Epiphany following. His body was after- 
wards laid in the minster he had built. 



October 17. 

S. ETHELDREDA, VIRGIN AND ABBESS. (A.D. 679.) 

The ransomed Virgins follow 
The Spotless Lamb Divine. 

S. Etheldreda, or Audrey, was one of four sisters, 
daughters of Anna, King of the East Angles; all these 
sisters were saints. 
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Etheldreda married a young East Anglian prince, 
named Tunbert, who gave her the Isle of Ely as a 
dowry, and allowed her to give herself up to God. 

He died at the end of three years, and his widow 
continued to live her quiet, secluded life at Ely; but in 
the year 660 she was forced into marrying Prince 
Egfrid, son of Oswy, King of Northumbrian a very 
different man from Tunbert When he became King, 
he tried to induce her to leave her solitude at Ely and 
to live with him at his court. 

She refused to do this, and became a nun at 
Coldingham, near Berwick ; but soon after she returned 
to her loved home at Ely, and founded two religious 
houses — one for men, and the other for women. The 
nunnery she governed herself, and as abbess her life 
was so strict and holy as to be an example to all 
orders. 

There is a story told of her being afflicted with a 
painful disease in the throat, and saying, " It is a fit 
punishment to me for the pleasure I once took in 
wearing necklaces and jewels there." 

Ely .Cathedral was built on the site of S. Etheldreda's 
Abbey, and her remains were translated to the east end 
of that splendid shrine. 
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October 18. 

S. LUKE, EVANGELIST AND MARTYR. (A.D. 63.) 

And He, the great all-Healer, 

His wine and oil shall pour 
Upon their wounds, and bear them 

From trouble evermore. 

S. Luke was born in Antioch, and was one of 
S. Paul's converts. The great Apostle of the Gentiles 
calls him " The beloved physician." He is traditionally 
said to have been also well skilled in the art of painting : 
several portraits still exist which are supposed to have 
been his work. 

In addition to the Gospel which bears his name, he 
wrote the Acts of the Apostles. 

After the separation of SS. Paul and Barnabas, 
S. Luke seems to have been the constant companion of 
the former, who writes from his prison in Rome, 
" Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present 
world: only Luke is with me." 

It is not certain where S. Luke went after the death 
of S. Paul; but the tradition concerning him is, that he 
gained the martyr's crown in Bithynia, being crucified 
on an olive-tree at the age of eighty. 



144 gu ©ri&pilU [Oct. 25. 



October 25. 

8. CRISPIN, MARTYR. (a.D. 288.) 

While I do my duty, 

Struggling through the tide, 
Whisper thou of beauty, 

On the other side. 

S. Crispin and his brother Crispinian were among 
the band of missionaries who came from Eome to Gaul 
with S. Denys. 

They laboured in Soissons and its neighbourhood, 
and by their zeal and devotion made many converts. 

They would not receive any money from their 
converts, lest the heathen should say they preached 
Christ for the sake of worldly gain only; they 
therefore supported themselves by shoemaking, and 
are the Patron Saints of shoemakers. 

The two brothers were beheaded together, after severe 
tortures, during the persecution under Maximian, 
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Oc^ofeer 28. 

S. SIMON AND S. JUDE, APOSTLES AND MARTYRS. 

(FIRST CENTURY.) 

Called, on earth, to different stations 

In the battle of the Lord, 
Ye went on through tribulations, 

Faith your shield, and truth your sword; 
Far apart, through toil and peril, 

Pass ye onward to your rest : 
In the streets of gold and beryl, 

Now together ye are blest. 

S. Simon and S. Jude were the sons of Alphaeus, or 
Cleophas, and nephews of S. Joseph ; hence they are 
called brothers of our blessed Lord, the Jews using the 
word brothers to signify the relationship of cousins. 

We hear nothing of S. Simon in the Gospels, except 
that he was surnamed in Hebrew "The Canaanite," 
and in Greek " Zelotes," both words meaning a zealot ; 
but in what sense he was so called is not apparent, 
unless he may have belonged to a very strict sect of 
Pharisees. 

S. Jude, Judas or Thaddseus, calls himself the 
brother of James, probably to distinguish himself from 
Judas Iscariot. S. Jude wrote the Epistle which boars 
his name, and which is read on this Festival. 

S. Simon is supposed to have laboured for Christ in 

L 
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Egypt and in the adjoining parts of Africa : some early 
Greek writers say that he came to Britain, and suffered 
martyrdom on our shores by crucifixion ; but the more 
probable account is that he was sawn asunder (the mode 
of martyrdom by which the prophet Isaiah is believed 
to have suffered) in Persia, at the same time with 
S. Jude, who was martyred by the Magi in that country. 
It is most probable, because of their oneness in the 
faith for which S. Jude contends so strongly, that these 
two faithful Apostles, who fought for that faith even 
unto death, are commemorated together. 



November 1. 



ALL SAINTS* DAY. 



They whose course on earth is o'er 
Think they of their brethren more? 
They before the throne who bow, 
Feel they for their brethren now ? 

All Saints' Day is a very holy day. On each 
other Saint's day in the Christian year we think of 
the Saint whose death we are commemorating; but 
on this day we remember all the blessed Saints who 
have gone to their rest — the martyrs whose names are 
not written in the Calendars of the Church, but are 
written in letters of blood in the Lamb's book of 
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life — the bishops and priests and virgins and little 
children who loved and served God on earth, but who, 
like S. John, were not called upon to lay down their 
lives for the truth. 

Some amongst these have never even been heard of 
beyond their own quiet homes, but they will shine- 
like stars in the firmament before the throne. Amongst 
these there may be some we have known and loved on 
earth, some who have done us good by their example 
or their influence, — they should be very much in our 
thoughts on All Saints' Day. The prayers of all these 
faithful ones are always rising for us before the throne 
of God ; and specially on AJ1 Saints' Day we should 
pray for them, and they may have more of the light 
and peace and refreshment which the presence of 
Christ gives in His own Paradise of light. „ 



November 6. 

8. LEONARD, CONFESSOR. (a.D. 559.) 

Chaste purity, the flesh to tame, 
And faith was his, the soul to wing, 

While love divine, with glowing flame, . 
Consumed the whole burnt offering. 

S. Leonard was born- of noble parents at the court 
of the Frankish King, Clovis, who stood sponsor for 

L 2 
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Leonard at the font, when he was baptized, after 
having been converted to the faith of Christ, by 
S. Remigius himself, who had converted and baptized 
Clovis. After a time Leonard resolved to become a 
monk. The king tried very hard to keep him at his 
court; but the young man felt that God had called him 
to serve Him in the religious life, so he would not be 
turned from his resolve, but went to the monastery of 
Micy, near Orleans. Then, after a time, he longed for 
still greater solitude, and he retired to a hermitage 
in a forest near Limoges, converting a great many 
people on his way thither. But he was not allowed to 
remain in his retirement; crowds of people flocked 
to see him, and to hear him preach; and at last Clovis 7 
successor gave him as much land in the neighbourhood 
of the forest as he could ride round, on an ass, in one 
night, and on this ground S. Leonard built a large 
monastery, where he lived until his death. He took 
a great interest in prisoners, and persuaded Clovis to 
release a great many, of whom he afterwards took 
charge, and brought, under God's grace, to repentance. 
He is also always considered the Patron Saint of 
prisoners. 
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November 11. 

S. MARTIN, BISHOP A^D CONFESSOR. (AJ). 397.) 

And in his vision one he saw 

Upon the throne of heaven, 
And at his feet the mantle lay 

To the poor beggar given. 

In the year 317 there was born in Hungary a little 
boy, whose name was Martin, and who was destined 
to become one of the greatest Saints of the Church. 
His parents were heathens; but they removed from 
Hungary to Pa via, and there Martin became a catechu- 
men, and his one great wish was to be baptized; but 
his parents would not hear of this, so the boy grew up 
and became a soldier, still with the great longing* for 
holy baptism in his heart. He lived a very good 
life; and when he was eighteen years old he was sent 
to the city of Amiens, in France, with his regiment. 

One day, in the depth of winter, when the snow 
was lying thick upon the ground, Martin was riding 
with some of his companions through the streets of the 
city, when an old beggar-man passed them, and 
begged the gay, happy-looking youths to take pity on 
him. They all, except Martin, went on without 
heeding him. The young soldier did not know what to 
do: he had no money in his purse — he had spent it all, 
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and here was the poor ragged old man standing 
shivering before him. The next minute he had taken 
his sword out of its sheath, and cutting his cloak in 
two, gave half to the beggar. 

As he slept that night, he saw a vision. Jesus was 
standing near him, covered with the cloak which he 
had given to the poor old man, and he heard him say 
to the angels who stood round him, "Martin, who is 
only a catechumen, has given Me this cloak/' 

After this the young soldier determined to be 
baptized; and he went to Poictiers to be taught all the 
doctrines of the Christian faith by the great S. Hilary, 
who was Bishop of that city. He was, after a 
time, directed to go into Italy to convert his parents, 
who were still heathens. In one of the Alpine passes 
he was attacked by a band of robbers; his hands were 
tied behind him, and he was placed under the care of 
the strongest of the fierce gang. The man asked him 
if he was afraid. Martin answered that he had never 
felt more secure, for he knew that the God in whom he 
trusted would keep him safe from all harm ; then he 
began to talk to the robber of all the love of the 
Christians' God, and, after a time, the man was so im- 
pressed with what he said that he let him go on his 
way, asking his blessing and his prayers. The robber 
afterwards became a Christian, and embraced the 
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religious life. .Martin succeeded in converting his 
mother; but his father remained a heathen. 

S. Martin was consecrated Bishop of Tours in the 
year 372. 

As a Bishop he lived the same simple, holy life he 
had always done. He founded a monastery about two 
miles from the city, and there he lived, with eighty 
monks, a life of prayer and retirement. The fame of 
the Monastery of S. Martin soon spread throughout all 
the Christian world, and that parish was counted a 
very happy one which was fortunate enough to obtain 
one of its saintly monks as a priest. 

When S. Martin lay on his bed in his last illness, 
which was a very painful fever, and his disciples knew 
that he must die, they were very sorrowful. "Who 
will feed us then? " they said; "who will show us the 
truth? who will keep us from harm?" S. Martin, 
when he saw their grief, raised his eyes to heaven and 
said, "Lord, if I am still necessary to Thy people, I 
refuse not to labour; Thy will be done. ,, But the 
Lord he had served so faithfully willed that he should 
die, and the brave soldier of Christ laid his armour 
down and went to his rest and to his sure reward. 
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November 13. 

8. BRITIU8, BISHOP. (A.D. 444.) 

Suppliant, fallen, low I bend, 
My bruised heart to ashes rend ; 
Care Thou, Lord, for my last end. 

S. Britius, or Brice, as he is usually called, was born 
at Tours. He was a man of humble birth, and was a 
disciple of the great S. Martin, who ordained him 
deacon and priest. Britius afterwards became a monk 
in S. Martin's Monastery, but he was very different 
from most of the good and holy men who lived in 
that peaceful retreat. He had all through his life 
given much trouble by his wild conduct, and, after his 
ordination, S. Martin thought that he must depose 
him; but, in his patience and gentleness, the good 
bishop said to himself, " If Christ endured Judas, why 
should not I bear with Brice 1 " He used often to 
predict that the somewhat turbulent priest would be his 
successor in the Bishopric of Tours. 

This event really came to pass; but after Britius had 
been consecrated Bishpp, a great many reports of his 
evil doings were spread, and he was obliged to leave his 
diocese and to live in great poverty for seven years. 

After that time it was discovered that the charges 
against him had been untrue, and he was allowed to 
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return to his flock ; and he spent the remainder of his 
life in prayer and penance, and served God faithfully 
until his death. 



November 15. 

. 8. .MACHUTUS,, BMHOJP. , (A.D. 564.) 

t 

Thus shall we gain, this exile past, • • 
Oar country's blessed crown at last ; 
Thus in Hie glory shall adore 
The King of ages evermore. 

• • • 

S. MACHUTUS, r or Malo, was a Welsh saint, and lived, 
for many years of nis life*,' in' an old monastery in one 
of the lovely, valleys with which Wales abounds. 

From a child he had led a' very quiet, holy life ; and 
when, in the turbulent days of King Arthur, the seclu- 
sion of his monastery was disturbed, he crossed over to 
Britanny in an open boat*, and took'shelter i±£ a monastery 
at Aleth,' which, after him, is no'w called S. Malo. 
After a time he was made a- Bishop* and, notwithstand- 
ing all his: g6odness, some ' of the warlike chiefs of 
Britanny turned him out of his see, arid he took refuge 
at Saintes, in Aquitaine, with the good Archbishop 
' Leontius, and these two holy men were one in faith 
and prayer. Machutus spent most of his time in 
praying for his f enemies; his prayers were heard, and 



after a time he returned to rule over his rebellious 
flock, and to give them his blessing and forgiveness. 
But he was not long allowed to remain in peace in his 
old home; once more he was sent into banishment, 
and this time he settled with some monks from Britanny, 
at Archambray, where he died a peaceful, holy death, 
and his gentle spirit went to the land "where the 
weary are at rest." 



November 17- 

8. HUGH, BISHOP. (a.D. 1200.) 

Blest is that servant whom his Lord 

So watching here shall see ; 
In his own country he shall rule 

With glorious dignity. 

"Good Bishop Hugh," as he is always called, 
was the son of a Burgundian knight, and his mother 
dying when he was eight years old, his father sent him 
to a monastery at some little distance from his home, 
to be educated for the religious life. 

He never knew what it was to be allowed to play, or 
to joke: his master used to say to the boy, "Hugh, I 
bring you up for Christ; no joking for you. " 

The boy bowed beneath the stern discipline and 



when he was nineteen years old his master took him on 
a visit to the Grande Chartreuse, near Grenoble. The 
monastery was situated amidst the green Alps, and was 
surrounded by pine-clad hills, and mountains covered 
with eternal snow; and Hugh, who had always most 
keenly appreciated the beauties of nature, entreated to 
to be allowed to enter the Carthusian House. Hie rule 
of the monks was a very strict one, and when he re- 
turned to Burgundy his companions tried to persuade 
him to give up the notion. But it had taken too 
deep a hold upon the youth's mind to be easily eradic- 
ated ; he felt that he must get back to those glorious 
scenes, must be within hearing of the thundering ava- 
lanches, in sight of the pure white snow, and of the 
pine woods, and the greensward covered with the 
glorious Alpine flowers. So he escaped from Burgundy, 
made his way to the Grande Chartreuse, and asked 
to be admitted as one of the brothers. Ten happy 
years he spent in those grand scenes, and then he was 
called to work for God in a quiet Somersetshire valley. 
King Henry II. had founded a Carthusian House at 
Witham; it had not succeeded well under its two first 
priors, so the king sent the Bishop of Bath to the 
Alpine Monastery to ask for the best and wisest monk 
they could spare. Hugh was chosen. He was very 
loth to leave his beloved mountain home, but he 
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saw that duty called him to England, and he took his 
last look at the snow-clad peaks, and started without a 
murmur for his new work. 

. There was a strong feeling against the new monastic 
order in England ;• but when the nobles and gentry of 
the neighbourhood . saw the Prior carrying the stones, 
and kneading the mortar for the enlargement of the 
building, when they looked at his sweet face, and heard 
his gentle voice speaking in broken English, all their 
prejudices were removed, all hearts were won, and the 
Monastery of Witham .succeeded beyond the humble 
Prior's most sanguine expectations. . After a time the 
see of Lincoln fell vacant, and S. Hugh, very much 
against his inclination, was elected to fill it. 

As a Bishop he was as humble and meek as he had 
been when he was a poor monk in the Carthusian 
Monastery; but he was brave and fearless in rebuking 
wrong and in asserting the right. 
. Once the king asked him to give a prebendal stall 
in his cathedral to one of the courtiers. 

"No," answered the Bishop; "these places are to be 
conferred on the clergy, not on courtiers. The king 
has the means of rewarding his own servants, without 
burdening the Church with them." 

S. Hugh built the choir and transept of Lincoln 
Cathedral, and no work in England can surpass that 
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exquisite " Angel Choir/ 1 which stands as a lasting me- 
morial to the love and devotion of " good Bishop Hugh." 

After the death of Henry II., Richard I. tried to levy 
a tax upon his subjects for the prosecution of the war 
in France. S. Hugh refused to allow it to be levied 
in his diocese, and when the king returned to England 
the Bishop went to meet him. Of course Richard was 
Yery angry, and would not take any notice of him. 

Hugh went up to him and said, " Give me the kiss 
of peace." 

" No," answered the king ; " you do not deserve it." 

" Yes, I do," answered the Bishop, " for I have 
come a long way to see you. You owe me a kiss ; " 
and he pulled Richard's cloak and drew him towards 
him, and the king laughed and gave way. 

They began to talk; and the fearless Bishop asked 
Richard as to the state of his conscience, and rebuked 
him for a great many wrong things he heard he had 
done. After he went away, the king said, " If all the 
bishops in England were like that man, kings and 
princes would be powerless against them." 

King John sent S. Hugh on an embassy to the 
French court, and he took the opportunity of going to 
Grenoble, and once more looking upon the grand land- 
scape he had loved so well ; before long his eyes were 
to behold greater beauty even than those grand moun* 



160 £. iSlmtUtt*. [Nov. 30. 



tains capped with their mantle of snow. On his return 
home, he fell ill in London and died there. 

On the evening of the 17 th of November, feeling that 
his end was near, he sent for his monks, and desired 
them to bury him at Lincoln. 

They asked him to pray that the Lord would appoint 
a fitting successor to his bishopric. 

u God grant you one," he said. He desired them to 
lay him in ashes, and to sing the office for compline 
and when they came to the words, " Lord, now lettest 
Thou thy servant depart in peace," S. Hugh closed his 
eyes for ever upon the things of earth. 

He was buried in Lincoln Cathedral. King John 
of England and King William of Scotland helped to 
carry the bier ; and eighty years afterwards his body, 
in its golden shrine, was removed to the " Angel Choir" 
behind the high altar. 



November 20. 

S. EDMUND, KING AND MARTYR. (a.D. 870.) 

They have reached the land of angels, 
And with them are knit in one. 

S. Edmund succeeded his father Alkmund as King 
of East Anglia, in the year 841, when he was Only 
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fourteen years old. Although he was so young, he was 
distinguished for his virtue and piety; he ruled his 
kingdom wisely and well, and he hated anything mean 
or bad. He spent a whole year learning the Book of 
Psalms by heart, in a retirement which he built for 
himself in the country. 

In the year 870 the Danish sea-kings, Hingvar and 
Hubba, entered East Anglia, and defeated Edmund 
at Thetford, in Norfolk. They took the king 
prisoner, and offered him his life if he would renounce 
Christianity and reign under them. 

Edmund answered, "That his faith was dearer to 
him than his life, and he would never buy his life by 
offending God." 

His captors then commanded that he should be 
beaten, and tied to a tree; and they shot at him with 
many arrows, and, still praying and praising God, the 
Martyr King went to his rest. 

The following year, when the Danes had left the 
kingdom, his body was recovered ; and his head, which 
had been cut off and thrown into a thicket, was also 
found, guarded, the legend says, by a great grey wolf. 

Over the remains of S. Edmund rose the famous 
Abbey of Bury S. Edmunds, and the book out of 
which he is said to have learnt the Psalter was also 
shown in that ancient town. 

M 
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November 22. 

8. OBOIMA, VIRGIN AND MARTYR. (THIRD CENTURY.) 

Arrayed in robes of virgin white, 

The Martyr-hosts of Jesus stand, 
Pure and unspotted in His sight* 

With palms of trhunph in their hand ; 
Eternal light shall round them dwell, 

For they have passed the gates of hell. 

8. Cecilia was a noble Roman maiden, who was 
given in marriage to a youth named Valerian. She 
wished to lead a life unspotted from the world; she 
wore sackcloth next her skin, and fasted and prayed, 
and by her prayers she converted her husband and 
her brother-in-law to the faith of Christ. They were 
baptized, and they are said to have devoted themselves 
to burying the martyrs who were daily put to death in 
the city of Borne. For this work of mercy they were 
first imprisoned, and then beheaded; and by their piety 
they converted the centurion under whose care they 
were placed, and he suffered martyrdom with them. 

The prefect then sent for S. Cecilia, and ordered her 
either to sacrifice to the gods or to be put to death. 

She refused to renounce her faith, and she was 
thrown into a bath of boiling water, but came out of 
it unscathed. 

The prefect, in his fury, then sent an executioner to 
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cut off her head with a sword, but the man trembled so 
that he missed his aim, and only wounded her in the 
neck, and then went away, leaving her half dead. 

She lived, however, for three days, and spent her 
last hours in prayer, and in preaching Christ to the 
people, and distributing her worldly goods to the poor. 

The name of S. Cecilia has always been held in 
great veneration by the Church, and she is regarded as 
the Patron Saint of music. 



November 23. 

S. CLEMENT, BISHOP AND MARTYR. (a.D. 100.) 

By him the painful course was run, 
The shame endured, the glory won ; 
For Thy dear sake his blood was shed, 
And gifts eternal crown his head. 

Very little is really known about S. Clement. He is 
supposed to have been the "Fellow-labourer" mentioned 
by S. Paul (PhiL 4, 3) as having his name written in the 
book of life ; and he was a Bishop of Eome next in 
succession to, or very soon after, S. Linus. 

The legends connected with him are very beautiful, 
but they must be accepted simply as legends. He 
was banished to the Crimea, where he found two 
thousand prisoners condemned to work at the quarries. 
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The poor creatures were suffering terribly from want 
of water ; and Clement knelt down and prayed, and 
then lifting up his eyes, he saw on the top of a hill a 
white lamb scraping at the soil with one of its fore 
feet. He took it as a sign that there was water there, 
and he dug and found a spring. Many of the prisoners 
were converted by Clement to the faith of Christ. 

When the Emperor Trajan heard of this, he ordered 
him to have an anchor tied round his neck and to be 
cast into the sea, so that his body might never more 
be seen. The order was executed ; the faithful Bishop 
was cast into the roaring sea, but the waves withdrew 
for the space of three miles, and his disciples discovered 
a little ruined temple on the sands, and within it was the 
body of S. Clement, with the anchor round his neck. 



November 25. 

S. KATHARINE, VIRGIN AND MARTYR, (a.D. 307.) 

Through whose power, once astounded, 
Alexandria stood confounded 

At a girl's ungirlish lore, 
When S. Katharine in learning 
Conquered sages most discerning, 

And the steel in patience bore. 

No Saint has ever been held in higher reverence than 
S. Katharine, and yet of no Saint is so little known. 
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She is supposed to have lived in Alexandria; and she 
was famed for her great learning, all of which she dedi- 
cated to God. 

She put to silence a company of heathen philo- 
sophers, whom the Emperor Maximian II. had com- 
manded to reason with her ; and the wisdom of her 
answers was such, that some of them were converted to 
the faith of Christ, and were afterwards put to death. 

The Emperor commanded that S. Katharine should 
be torn to pieces by a wheel, on which were fastened 
knives and swords. Just as she was going to be bound 
to it, she prayed that she might be delivered from so 
cruel a death, and vivid lightning came down from 
heaven and dashed the wheel in pieces ; and the saintly 
maiden's head was struck off with a sword. 

It is in remembrance of the burning of this wheel 
that those fireworks are made which we call "Katharine 
wheels." 

The most popular legend in connexion with S. 
Katharine is, that angels carried her body to Mount 
Sinai and buried it there. 



THE END. 
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